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Previous to the year 1848 wonderfully little interest was felt 
in the Middle and South German States in the fight which 
had now been going on for centuries in the Northern Marches 
of the Empire between the Germans and the Danes, and which 
had been continued with renewed strength during the last 
few decennarics. A closer knowledge of the questions, regard- 
ing the strife between the Duchies of Holstcin and Schleswig 
on 1 the one hand and the Kingdom of Denmark on the other, 
was almost entirely wanting, even amongst the politically 
educated classes. People had but a very “misty afee of the 
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fact that since the entrance into power of Christian VIII, 
violent agitations had arisen in the German Duchies, and that 
the grants of this King had given rise to pulitically scientific 
and juridical reflections and discussions, which the German 
Confederate Diet was finally unable to pass over unnoticed 
any longer. 

That in Schleswig a fraction of the Danish people, incited 
thereto from Copenhagen, had risen up against the German 
clement, that in Denmark there was a powerful agitation for 
the incorporation of the Duchy of Schleswig with the Danish 
States, that in Holstein, on the other hand, the indivisibility 
of the two Duchies was obstinately defended, all these cireum- 
stances at that time hardly furnished any idea of the important 
effect which the Danish hereditary sucecssion and the rights 
of Schleswig-Holstein were soon to produce on all Germany, 
in fact, on the Gerinan national consciousness. 

Only © very few newspapers often furnished intelligence, 
hefore the yeur 1848, concerning the fact that a struggle was 
imminent in the far North, in which the question of nationality 
would play a part. The Augsburg Universal Newspaper had 
won real merit by furnishing well-informed articles concerning 
the state of the Duchies since 1844, and attempted to awaken 
popular interest in the complicated affair. 

A number of German men fought and suffered under 

Danish despotism, and had to atone for every free word, 
written or spoken, which was sufficient, in the existing state 
of the feclings in South and Middle Germany, to win friends 
for the Duchies. But side by side with this exterior, which 
was a recommendation for the liberalism of the times, a 
dynastic kernel showed itself in the question, the full under- 
standing of which, one may say, it was very generally difficult 
to impart to the German nation of the nineteenth century in 
1848 as well as twenty-five years later. 
‘This is only the real state of things as they then were, 
and I by no means intend the acknowledgment of this fact as 
a depreciation of the lawful hereditary succession question, 
which was then paramount in Denmark and the Duchies, and 
which would beyond all doubt soon have to be settled. 
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A dispute about hereditary succession, perhaps a war, 
ranked as far as State interests of the last century were con- 
cerned amongst the favourite themes in politics; but in our 
days there was rather a fceling of repugnance for these 
things; and the revolutionary spirit of the century appeared 
inclined, going to the opposite extreme, to hit upon a solution 
which, in consequence of such dynastic questions, concerned 
the nations but little. I therefore think that it is of greater 
importance for the judgment of the origin, as well as the 
progress of the Schleswig-Holstein question, to recall how 
very little popular the form was in which it first became 
known. During half my life I have been s0 often and 
variously involved in these matters, that, according to my 
recollections, I must emphasise the difficulties which have at 
all times moved me to attempt to awaken interest, both in 
and out of Germany, in a national question which had 
entered into existence in a not too tempting form, English 
and Frenchmen had complained innumerable times of the 
impossibility of grasping this complicated deduction of rights 
on whieh the Germans founded their claims against Denmark. 
People entrenched themselves everywhere behind the asser- 
tion that one could not really understand the Schleswig- 
Holstein question and in Germany also, the circumstantiality 
of these legal discussions could not but puta check on the 
enthusiasm awakened for the German cause. 

The discord in the House of Oldenburg itself, and the 
stubborn nature of the individual branches of this large 
family, the passions which raged between them, and the 
difficulty of finding an acceptable equalisation between the 
political and dynastic interests lent something painful to the 
suit relating to the public law, although it was conducted 
with the greatest learning and, on the part of the Holsteiners, 
the most honourable weapons of jurisprudence. In nearly 
connected and friendly Houses also there was a feeling of 
embarrassment concerning the matter, the solution of which 
could not rightly be foreseen, as the existence of the state of 
Denmark, as it had now stood for centuries, had set up the 
strongest opposition to the claims of the reigning families. 
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For the extinction of the male issue of the principal Danish 
line after the probably childless death of Christian VII, and 
that of the hereditary Prince Frederick VII, made known 
the probability that the Danish State would separate into 
two parts, whether it was that in Denmark the female 
succession was to be given the preference, according to the 
well-known royal law, or that the agnutic line of the House 
would be able to obtain recognition from the nation and the 
foreign Powers of their contested claims to the different parts 
of the Danish Monarchy. 

Such a breaking up of the different portions of Denmark, 
which had been under one rule for centuries past, was in 
opposition—it cannot be denied,—to the simplest and most 
elementary principles of the polities of modern Europe ; and. 
the mode of viewing things was really like that of the Middle 
Ages, if one were to treat the maintenance or the formation 
of this State solely from the point of view of the dynastic 
relations. Natural duty and feeling imposed upon the King 
of Demnark the task of preserving the Danish State as it 
now existed internationally, of working, whilst the individual 
portions of the country, joining tozether, only opposed this 
Danish undertaking all the more. Christian VIIT had a con- 
ception that in this respect something must Le done, but he 
was wanting in the ability to find a clearly marked out tirm 
position for the question. His art of governing was exhansted 
in expedients and the irresolute wavering of the different 
parties. 

Whilst national and constitutional ideas were gaining 
ground more and more on every side, and the fourth decennary 
was repressing radicalism amongst both Danes and Germans, 
the Danish Kingdom, with its claims and wishes to save the 
monarchy ay such from the last offshoots of the Danish 
branch, stood alone, almost without the support of any legal 
and conservative body at all, and almost without any co-opera- 
tion from the councillors of the Crown, who were far more 
inclined, by the division of government in the highest 
chanceries, to look forward to the future separation of the 
lands beloneine to the Danish Crown. 


ENMITY BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS 5 


The helpless and irresolute condition of the last two 
Kings had, at an early date, accustomed both Denmark and 
Holstein to look towards foreign Powers. The internal strife 
was increased by the consciousness and knowledge that the 
fate of Powers of second and third rank certainly lay more 
in the hand of the European areopagus than in the strength 
of their own decisions. Thus arose fear of, desire for, and 
suspicion of, foreign conspiracies. 

Her connection with Russia, the Scandinavian North, 
envious England, Prussia, who wanted coasts, and the old 
French allies of the Danish State, might all at any moment 
disturb the cirele of liome politics, and the confident belief 
in secret machinations and artifices was perhaps in no 
political question so customary as in the Danish-Holstein 
affair. 

When it became my fate to approach nearer to all this, 
and to become acquainted with almost all the most prominent 
persons in the Holstein agitation, the opposition had reached 
its greatest height, and no judicious man could any longer 
doubt that there could be no talk of a permanent under- 
standing, in the sense of the maintenance of Danish integrity. 

Between the two nations, particalarly at the spots where 
they lived close together, such as in the North of Schleswig, 
a dcadly enmity had developed, which was no longer to be 
appeased, although neither in Holstein nor in Schleswig could 
one tind any particular inclination on the part of the German 
population for the political comprebension of Germany. Even 
during the years of war—1848-50,—I could not but feel 
great duubts, when I had had a close view of things, whether 
one ought really to describe the agitation as essentially 
national-German, as was preferably understood throughout 
the remainder of Germany; and if many German Princes 
were more reserved with their zeal and help for the 
Schleswig-Holstein cause, because they were filled with ex- 
cessive shrinking from the revolutiouary feeling supposed to 
be predotninant in the Duchies, they were labouring under a 
great mistake. 

Far be it from me to go deeply into the origin of the 
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national and wordy war which had arisen in Schleswig. 
That the initiation and the priority were to be ascribed to the 
Danes, must be admitted by all unprejudiced historical docu- 
ments, lct them regard it as a merit or a crime, whichever it 
may be, At the beginning of the century there was not yet 
a single trace of national hate amongst the masses of the 
people, and even during the years of the Revolution it 
remained almost unknown amongst the higher classes. Thus 
it happened, that at every fresh outburst of enmity between 
the races, the parties never wenried of exonerating themselves 
from the reproach of having taken the initiative in the strife, 
as being a stain on their rectitude. Nevertheless, there can 
exist not the slightest doubt, that the efforts of the Copen- 
hagen Liberal and Radical parties had actually thriven 
greatly, when the political idea of the union of Schleswig 
with Denmark, by means of an act of violence on the part of 
Christian VITI and Frederick VIT, began to assume form. 

Since the year 1840, Christian VIII had with great energy 
pursued the old Danish idea of bringing the German Duchies 
into a dynastically insured union with the kingdom; but he 
was not the man to carry a great plan into execution. His 
whole nature was too much opposed to lasting activity in 
order to gain an end for him to be capable of sweeping aside 
the many hindrances which beset him on every side. His 
connections of Augustenburg were therefore hopeful for many 
years that the King would never decide to resort to 
extremities. 

Christian VIII was a man of pleasure, and apparently 
good-natured ; he continued to keep up friendly relations with 
the Duke of Augustenburg, and nothing hinted that he was 
desirous of diminishing the latter’s rights. 

Meanwhile Schleswig-Holstein was to be powerfully 
awakened from her confidence in 1846, by the Open Letter. 
It ended a system of deception which had been going on for 
years against the rights of the country. Even the German 
Confederate Diet was aroused from its torpor by this act of 
royal arbitrariness, and defended the rights of the Duchies 
against the Danish intentions to annex. 
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It may be considered a lucky circumstance for the 
development of Schleswig-Holstein that, even before the 
storms of the year 1848, the question of the lawful position 
of the Duchies had been declared a matter for the Con- 
federacy ; for without this decision there would afterwards 
have been much tess inclination amongst the governing 
circles of Germany, to provide support in this matter, which 
smacked so conspicuously of the hated revolution. 

At the time when Christian VIII issued the public letter, 
Prince Frederick von Noer was Stadtholder and Commanding 
General of the Duchies, and it caused him to retire from 
his influential and distinguished position. The Duke of 
Augustenburg, also, as Head of the House, at once raised a 
protest against the step undertaken by the Danish Govern- 
inent. 

But these very facts caused the dynastic side of the whole 
affair to recede so completely into the background, that all 
the hard events of the year 1848 were needed as a reminder 
that national interests lay hidden bebind the strife between 
the different branches of the House of Oldenburg. The 
particular feature of this situation lay in the circumstance 
that neither the one nor the other of the parties engaged in 
the struggle would have anything to do with national 
matters. One must rather remember here that it caused 
both of them the greatest vexation when the Danish and 
German efforts were attempted to be connected, first with 
regard to Janguage and literature, but soon with all the 
national passion, with the distinguished names of the royal 
and Augustenburg family. 

Christian VIII again and again hindered any community 
with the Eider Danes, with the Freedom of the Press Club, 
with the members of the Casino, and the Augustenburgers 
were equally little inclined to have anything to do with the 
national excitement, which, in their opinion, had been most 
unnecessarily raised in the Duchies. Although the tactics of 
both the Danish parties were to reproach one another for 
their doubtful community with the national radicalism, yet 
there is no reason for distrusting the manifold written and 
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apoken declarations of Christian VIII, according to which he 
kept aloof at all times from any tendency to add to the 
Danish Kingdom. In the same, amongst the Augustenburgers, 
Prince von Noer, even many years later, when he published 
his notes on 1848 and 1849, thought it right formally to 
prove his cosmopolitan way of thinking by his education and 
development. and expressly to protest against the supposition 
that his attitude during those years had been influenced by 
any national feeling whatever. 

And, indeed, it must have been in consequence of this 
very sober way of thinking that what is generally under- 
stood by popularity, in the sense of enthusiasm amongst the 
educated classes, or the middle classes, for the holders of 
modern ideas, was in no way conferred upon the Augusten- 
burgers. 

When I became familiar with the affairs of Schleswig- 
Holstein, I could not but have been greatly disappointed if I 
had thought to tind a feeling there such as history sometimes 
tells us was entertained by the faithful followers of Princes 
and the knightly champions of the injured rights of perse- 
cuted Pretenders, Nothing of the kind was to be observed 
after 1848, and certainly not before then, in Schleswig- 
Holstein. What bound earnest and patriotic politicians to the 
interests of the Augustenburg family had remained a simple 
question of rights, which, nevertheless, could work but little 
on the hearts of men in the way of personal feeling and 
devotion. 

Added to this was the fact that the case of the breach of 
tights on the part of the Danish plenipotentiary, when the 
agitation of the year 1848 began, had not really occurred, but 
that complaints might everywhere be made that such a step 
had been begun. The evident point of strife was first shown 
to be the constitutional position of Schleswig, which was 
again in a bad state, as Schleswig did not belong to the 
German Confederacy, whilst the Duchy of Holstein appeared 
too weak itself to keep its hold on the intimately united and, 
in fact, inseparable land. 

The attack of the Danes was therefore first aimed (as 
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was usual with their only too conscientious policy), at the 
constitutional right alone, and the Augustenburg hereditary 
succession question remained untouched in the matter ; there 
even appeared a possibility that the family quarrel might be 
settled by a union, after which the whole Danish monarchy 
might at some future date assail the house of Augustenburg. 

Although every aspiration of the kind was officially and 
publicly foiled by the reigning Duke of Augustenburg, yet, 
for the sake of the historical comprehension of the matter, one 
must remember that a possibility of this kind did exist, and 
that it was frequently discussed before and after the year 
1848 in proper circles. One would perhaps have most liked 
to see in this solution of things the wishes of those Great 
Powers, who desired to have the existing state of the Danish 
monarchy assured for all times, satistied ; but as the protection 
of the constitutional right of Schleswig-Holstein at the same 
time afforded a certain prospect of the separation of the 
different parts of Denmark, and this was the sole means of 
saving a considcrable portion of the German nation frou 
destruction and Danish despotism, one might have expected 
that at least the German Powers would come forward unani- 
mously and energetically for the rights of the Augusten- 
burgers. Led by this thought King Frederick William IV 
wrote the well-known letter to the Duke of Anugustenburg in 
January 1848, in which he promised to protect the latter's 
claims, which, nevertheless, appeared but little in accord 
with the policy which Prussia immediately afterwards 
carried out. 

The agitation of the year 1848 had had a more independent 
issuing point than that of the Parisian events of February, in 
Denmark and the Duchies of Schleswig-Holstein, than in 
most other countries. With the ascension of the throne by 
Frederick VII in January a constitutional struzgle at once 
began between Holstein and Denmark, which led to the war. 
The new King at once adopted seriously the United States’ 
Constitution prepared by Christian VIII, and by the patent of 
the 28th of January, arranged the union of the Parliaments 
of all the different portions of the Danish monarchy. 
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If Christian VIII had sometimes felt doubtful about the 
legality of his purpose, Frederick VII was just sufficiently 
determined in order to set aside all consideration for his 
relations and subjects. A person like this King reminded one 
of the unhappy times of the monarchy in Europe. 

The health of Frederick VII hardly pluced him in a 
position, whether in a moral or a physical respect, to display 
the encrgy which would have been necessary in the difficulties 
under which Denmark was then labouring. During temporary 
tits of complete apathy, he would often remind those who 
surrounded him of the peculiarities of southern characters 
from the Cinque cento. He loved to tell them of the most 
unusual things, and they were forced to behave as if they 
literally believed everything that the King said. He told of 
battles which had never taken place, but in which he had 
fought. His adventures were sometimes the experiences of 
John Falstaff, sometimes imitations of the fabulously cele- 
brated campaigns of Alexander the Great in India. Added to 
this, there was a dark shade of doubt in the minds of men as 
to the King’s extraction, which made it much easier for the 
radicalisu: of the time to bring the suspicious ruler entirely 
under the yoke of Danish chauvinism. 

In spite of the King’s readiness to tyrannise over the 
Germans in every way, Frederick VII did not satisfy the 
Danes with the patent of the 28th of January. The latter 
demanded with ever increasing urgency the complete incorpor- 
ation of Schleswig, whilst the Parliament of Holstein wished 
to see the constitutional question solved only by incans of 
the closer annexation of the old fraternal race in an undivided 
whole. Of all thes: party inclinations not one could really be 
pointed out as truly conservative. 

The old law, with its particular legislature, with its odd 
parliamentary representation, did not, if one must tell the 
truth, satisfy anyone, and no one would support it. The 
methods of establishing a modern state and modern institu- 
tions were very different, and were partially defended by all 
parts of the country. The royal power—and it can hardly 
be reproached for this—sought to bring about the unity of 
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the whole monarchy, which was equally opposed by both 
Danes and Germans. The Germans laid all the blame of the 
war which broke out between the advocates of Danish interests 
in Schleswig on those who fought for liberal unity in clubs 
and newspapers. In this they were undoubtedly right. But 
that the aim of the union of the German Duchies was only to 
be attained through the complete separation of Schleswig 
from Holstein was a fact which everyone everywhere honestly 
and openly shrank from admitting.* 

The Germans in Holstein rather determined to make the 
demand very timidly that Schleswig should enter the German 
Confederacy, for this idea was only to be carried out by a 
complete change in the state of the public law. That the 
proper persons amongst the Holstcin patriots neglected to fix 
their eyes sharply and plainly, and without diplomatic 
subtlety, on the goal of the independence of the Duchies, 
and to point out that the war for it was declared only as 
national, and for the sake of frecdom, found disapprobation 
amongst a portion of the Holsteiners, and did not fail to 
elicit loud utterances from literary circles, which threw the 
Powers of Germany into ansiety and horror by their more 
radical programme. The historical works, which were 
brought out in large numbers during this time, have been 
for the most part forgotten, but we can see in an otherwise 
worthless book, by Otto Fock, what the sentiments and 
efforts were which ruled the so-called Schleswig-Holstein 
progressive party. His description may at least spare the 
reader the search in the newspapers and pamphlets which 
were afterwards so happily used by the reactionists, for the 
purpose of representing the Schleswig-Holstein agitation as 
a matter of radicalism to the timid minds of many statesmen, 

The diplomacy of Schleswig-Holstein tried in vain to 
quiet the minds of those in the highest circles, by furnishing 
any amount of explanations and references for the legal 
conduct of the proper leaders of the agitation. I need 


* The cause and meaning of the war between Germany and Denmark. Schles- 
wig 1849, And whose fault was the war between Denmark and Germany? Hamburg, 
Perthes 1849. In the latter document the origin of the war is best described. 
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hardly say that, for my part, I expected the German Con- 
federacy to take any decisive step with regard to this 
matter; yct, ot the time of my stay in Berlin at the end of 
January, 1848, a certain protesting attitude had been adopted 
there towards Schleswig-Holstein and the House of Augusten- 
burg. 

Iunmediately upon this, others were able to obtain a 
certain amount of recognition for the constitutional projects 
of King Frederick VII, of the 28th January. Frederick 
William IV perceived something of his own spirit in the 
intended union of the Parliaments, and it is said that he was 
pleased to see Frederick VII deviate from the modern con- 
stitutional line, that he had the intention of proposing some- 
thing very similar to the united Diet in Prussia, that he 
desired to surround himself entirely by proxies, who would 
first try the constitutional project. It might, indeed, appear 
as if the Parliamentary Committees, and their meetings 
which depended only upon the spontaneous word of the 
- King, the envoys to the united Diet, and all those attempts 
which the Prussian King had really regarded as his own 
political mental blossoms, would now have to be, in some 
degree, imitated in Denmark. 

These hopes alone were not to be entertained for any 
length of time, and one cannot but consider it as one of the 
luckiest circumstances that they were first dispelled by the 
Danes themselves, and the Radicals who had succeeded in 
placing themselves at the wheel of State. In that, most 
of those belonging to German government circles, regarded 
Monrad, Orla-Lehmann and Hvidt as worse and more 
dangerous purtisans than the Princes of Augustenburg, the 
Reventlows, and even Beseler and Olshausen, was very 
natural. 

In consequence of this, the Holstein Government was soon 
able to establish credentials and a certain official connection 
with the German rulers. People were greatly inclined to con- 
sider this as a sign of the recognition of the just cause on the 
part of Prussia and the German Powers, but they felt them- 
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selves doomed to even a worse disappointment when these 
relations altered and were explained. 

Before I individually describe these more intimate and 
important relations of the Schleswig-Holstein cause to the 
Greater Powers, I will recall in a few words, the well-known 
event which led to the formation of a Provisory Government 
in Holstein. I have nothing very special to say concerning 
the outward course of things, which has often enough been 
related, but I afterwards entered into close relations with so 
many of the persons who took part in it, that I feel myself 
bound, as it were, plainly to assert, in opposition to the 
Danish accusations, that the men who joined together on the 
23rd of March, in order to assume the government, behaved 
in the most bone file manner towards their King-Duke 
Frederick VII. Two things were indicated to me hy members 
of the most private circle of the Provisory Government, as 
representative of the events of the 23rd and 24th of Mareh in 
Kiel and Rendsburg: the news of the revolution in Copen- 
hagen, which the Government placed in the hands of the 
Casino, and the non-appearance of the Schleswig-Holstein 
deputation which had been sent to Copenhagen on the 18th 
of March, whose return to Kiel on the 23rd had heen vainly 
looked for. For people were convinced, not without reason, 
that the new Danish Ministry had decided to use foree with 
Schleswig. 

This was a case of self-defence. Much as Danish historians 
have endeavoured to prove that the occurrences in Kiel and 
the surprise and occupation of the fortress of Rendsburg were 
revolutionary actions, there can be no doubt cither at present 
or in the future, that the party which had assumed the 
power at this moment in the Duchies only availed them- 
selves of the rights of resistanee, which is as old as the 
Gerinan freedom and consciousness of right which refused 
blind obedience to breach of constitution and deeds of 
violence. 

On the same 28rd of March on which the Provisory 
Government of Schleswig-Holstein was constituted, an 
Assembly met in the Senate-House of Kiel, the majority of 
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the members of which may have followed much more compre- 
hensive ideas; but the fact rewains, that the proclamation of 
the Provisory Government, which declared the sole aim of its 
activity to be the simple observation of the state of the law 
and the independent rights of the royal Ducal power of 
Frederick VII, was at length approved of on all sides, and 
that this Provisory Govermnent itself, even against much 
opposition, obtained recognition. 

Prince von Nocr, in his notes on the Assembly in the 
Senate-IFouse of Kiel, had reproached it with having Republican 
tendencies. On the very same evening of the 23rd of March 
he declared himself actually and frankly against the men who 
assumed the name of ‘progressive party,’ and thus it happened, 
that in the circles of the German Governments the fear grew 
greater and greater that, side by side with legitimate demands, 
the actions of a Radieal party in the Duchies might become 
extremely dangerous to the monarchical condition of Germany. 

Tn Berlin they were particularly ready with complaints of 
this kind and the Provisory Government had great trouble in 
freeing itself from the suspicion of a brotherhood with these 
fatal North Elban clements. 

As a fact, there was not much internal harmony to be seen 
in the heart of the Provisory Government. The men who 
were called upon to use the power co-operatively, displayed 
the most extreme opposition of character when together, anc 
a great difference in the political mode of thinking, and it 
would hardly be too much if one were to say that they con- 
tinually opposed each other. The Provisory Government at 
first consisted of Beseler, Reventlow, Prince von Noer, and 
the lawyer Brewer of Flendsburg, proposed by Beseler, to 
whom, in the place of Herr Bargum, against whom the party 
in the Senate-House had unanimously risen during the night 
session of the 23rd and 24th, the Commander of the Kiel 
militia, merchant M. T. Schmidt. 

If so numerous a Government was only justified by the 
fact that it was desired that the most different parties in the 
country should be represented therein, its internal strength 
was by no means increased thereby. When the parliamentary 





ENMITY BETWEEN VON NOER AND OLSHAUSEN x5 


deputation, which had been sens to Copenhagen five days 
previously, returned from their courageously undertaken 
expedition, it appeared necessary to take the railway director 
Olshausen also into the Government, as he was at that time 
undoubtedly considered the most popular wan in the country. 
Beseler undertook to propose and bring about Olshausen’s 
adinittance to the Government ; but in the high council of the 
Duchies unappeasable oppositions had in this wise arisen, 
which Prince von Noer has called by the roughest name in 
his notes. The personal dislike which existed between the 
Prince and Olshausen was directed to the questions of the 
defence of the country and the management of the war, and 
whereas the former was a deadly enemy to all of the 
ephemeral military arrangements which the year 1848 brought 
to the surface with more enthusiasm than understanding, 
tho democratically inclined members of the Government 
thought that they could get the better of the Danish Power 
with volunteer corps and a general levy of the people. 

Much has been written and many have been the disputes 
concerning the usefulness and efficiency of the volunteer corps 
which had assembled in the shortest time in Schleswig-Holstein 
from all parts of Germany, and it must be a very dishearten- 
ing task for the special historian of the Schleswig-Holstein 
agitation to decide of how much or how little value the 
forces assembled during the first days of April would be to 
the Duchies. 

In my opinion there was then, and is to-day, no douit, 
that without the loyal co-operation of the German Con- 
federacy, and, consequently, of the Prussian army, these 
troops of Schleswig-Holstein would not long have kept the 
field. The Schleswig-Holstein cause would have been put 
under still more quickly than the agitation in Germany, as it 
remains doubtful whether it would have awakened to life 
aguin. But the great masses of the Duchies would never 
believe this bitter truth, and they therefore remained only 
too greatly inclined to overestimate their own strength, 
and to undervalue the help of the German States. The 
view, indeed, which Prince von Noer expressed in his notes, 
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that the letter of the King of Prussia to the Duke of Augus- 
tenburg, if it had arrived at the right time and been made 
known, would have foiled the violent plans of the Danes, 
better than all the events of the 24th of March in Holstein, 
was on no account recognised as being correct. 

Frederick William IV would not have allowed a single 
man to march, had he not desired to make a concession to the 
Gernian popular feeling for Schleswig-Holstein. Besides, an 
entirely different point of view than that of German rights 
helped to bring about the decision to declare war. It was 
very convenient to him to offer the Prussian army, and 
especially the Guard’s corps some reparation for the unlucky 
order of the 18th of March. He therefore chose Wrangel as 
leader of lis troops, particularly Lecause the old General 
declared himself with his usual frankness against all the con- 
flicting partics, and appeared to be the person best titted to 
perform the task of keeping peace, and nothing but peace and 
order in the German Duchies. 

In Holstein the so-called army of Schleswig-Holstein had 
been formed out of the German Confederate contingent ; but 
it had hardly a single officer. The Danes, who had always 
commanded the contingent, had of course resigned, and the 
Germans had for a long time scorned to learn the service in 
Danish military schools. Prince von Noer uow stvod at the 
head of these uncertainly-led forces, but his plans of organisa- 
tion as an educated military man were opposed by the Liberal 
party, even his own colleagues in the Provisory Government 
offering him but little support. His faint popularity even 
amongst the suldiers disappeared, after the lapse of six weeks, 
and the much thought of volunteer corps regarded him as 
a still greater opponent than Wrangel. 

After the unfortunate mecting near Bau, the Provisory 
Government at length began to understand that the whole 
future of the country lay in the hands of the German Powers, 
The position which the latter assumed with regard to the 
Schleswig-Holstein question showed itself to be more and 
more decisive. The newspapers and clubs exhausted theim- 
selves in fruitless disputes as to the reason of the defeat; 
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urged on by representations which continually increased in 
madness, the democrats demanded great revolutionary steps 
to be taken, and the North Elban Radicalism began to spread 
in many towns. The Provisory Government had great trouble 
to keep within the limits of a statesmanlike leadership of the 
movement, and it may well be valued as a great piece of 
good fortune for the Duchies that the Conservative element 
amongst them was strong enough to bring about regular 
diplomatic relations with the legitimate Powers of Germany. 

Unless the Provisory Government wished to see their 
cause hopelessly lost, they would in the first place have to 
win the support of the German Confederacy, and to this 
effect it was first of all necessary to convince the Govern- 
ments of the aggressive tendencies of the Danish kingdom. 
They tried to establish diplomatic connections with all the 
Foreign Powers, and political agencies were provided in all 
the larger States. 

It was, indeed, not easy to win over men who were fitted 
to manage the affairs of foreign service with the foreign 
Governments, but, as must be admitted, more and better 
things were done than might at all have been expected. The 
spirit of the year 1848 took particular pleasure in the political 
metamorphosis of professors and students, and it succeeded so 
well that the University of Kiel bad to be made the principal 
mustering-place of hastily disguised diplomates of the 
Schleswig-Holstein Government. The learned gentlemen 
exchanged their robes for the gold embroidered dress coat, 
and did not always meet with a perfectly serious reception in 
their new and uncommon position in Berlin, Frankfort, 
Hanover, and even at the minor Courts. Whether it had 
been thought necessary intentionally to choose a licentiate of 
theology as an agent of the Provisory Government for 
Mecklenburg, is not known; but as this Herr Fock was at 
that time one of the most Radical journalists, it was only too 
easily understood why he did not awaken much enthusiasm 
for Schleswig-Holstein in the House of Mecklenburg. 

On the other hand, the cause of the Duchies was more 
favourably taken up in Hanover, and the quickness with 
vor, IL zB 
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which the Confederate troops were set in motion there, had 
also hastened the decision in Berlin to obtain the mastery in 
Sebleswig-Holstein. That this had oceurred with the inten- 
tion of suppressing the radical and republican elements in 
the interest of Denmark and of hindering the separation of 
the Duchies from Demmark, was a conclusion arrived at by 
many, even before the armistice of Malimée, but which 
certainly should be rejected. Respecting the mission of the 
Prussian Major Wildenbruch the particular assertion was also 
nade, that he had only been sent by King Frederick Willian 
IV in order to reassure Denmark concerning the ain of his 
policy; and, in fact, amongst the Danish ciplomatists, the 
opinion prevailed that Prussin’s aim was entirely identical 
with the interests of Denmark.* 

The Provisory Government of the Duchies was represented 
in Berlin by one of the most esteemed scholars of Germany, 
Professor Waitz, who had every opportunity of scrutinising 
the intentions of the Ministry as regarded intervention. 
According to his communication to the Provisory Government, 
he had found Heinrich von Arnim very favourably inclined 
to the Sehleswig-Holstcin cause, but filled with anxiety lest 
even greater contusion should arise. 

In Berlin they were particularly afraid of an alliance 
hetween Denmark and Sweden, and certain amongst the 
Ministers, such as Camphausen, were altogether opposed to 
Prussia’s affording any support in the Schleswig-Holstein 
affair, Nevertheless, the Provisory Government could rightly 
boast of a certain amount of success in the question as to who 
should oceupy the Duchies; for Prussia wanted nothing at 
first, but to make Holstein the object of the Confederate 
execution, and was not inclined to go further than Rendsburg. 
The Schleswig-Holstcin proxy considered an occupation of 
Schleswig as being entirely beyond the intentions of the 
Prussian Ministry. 

Fortunately the Duke of Augustenburg, who was in 
Berlin, had already energetically expressed himself against 


* Documents concerning the latest history of Schleswig-Holstein, 1852, p. 71. 
Note hy Count Kuuth, of the 18th of April 1818. 
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such half measures, and at last the order was, as it were, 
forced from the King, that Wrangel was to occupy Schleswig. 

As for the rest, the Provisory Government assumed the 
most correct standpoint when, in Berlin as well as at the 
other European Courts, it declared itself as being the repre- 
sentative of the legitimate King-Duke, and the rights of the 
Duchies against the Danish Revolutionary Ministry. 

A friend furnished me with a summary of the deplomatic 
work of the Provisory Government during the first months of 
the agitation, from which it can be scen that the Ministry 
in Berlin really had agreed to the subtle distinction according 
to which the Provisory Government worked not by the order, 
indeed, but in the name of the legitimate monarch. This 
supposition made it possible to the Prussian Government to 
recognise that of Schleswig-Holstein. 

In Berlin, however, the question of the adoption of 
Schleswig hy the German Confederacy had been very coldly 
treated from the beginning, they threw the initiative in the 
matter entirely on the German Diet, but decidedly instructed 
the Prussian envoys in Frankfort in a manner by no means 
favourable to this affuir. Thus the decisions of the Frank- 
fort German Diet, in spite of the urgent entreaties of the 
Committee of Fifty, were only half-measures, and the definite 
adoption of Schleswig into the Confederacy was finally to be 
reserved for the peace negotiations. 

Under these circumstances, England found an opportunity, 
as early as the month of May, of coming forward with the 
intention of acting as mediator between the contesting 
parties, 

Already, at that time, Lord Palmerston desired to propose 
four points for acceptance :—(1) North Schleswig would be 
transferred to Denmark,—the Duke would enter the Con- 
federacy as the representative of Schleswig. (2) The cessa- 
tion of hostilities both on land and sea—the surrender of 
prisoners, hostages, and captured guns. (3) The Duchies 
would be cleared of the Confederate troops within a certain 
time. (4) Definite negotiations would take pluce in London. 

It is a remarkable fact that Palmerston always returned 
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afterwards to the principles of these May proposals, 
although he was soon obliged to abandon them, and it is 
pleasant to remember that England’s mediating attitude in 
the Schleswig-Holstein matter dated from the very beginning 
of the complication. In Germany there was a very general 
opinion at that lime that any energetic step, on the part of 
the German Confederate Powers, had been prevented by 
England. There was much less talk of Russia, however, who 
exercised her influence in Berlin, and yet there can be no 
doubt that the King of Prussia had made promises in this 
direction, before he let the troops enter Schleswig, and halt 
at the boundaries of Jutland. 

The Provisory Government had by no means dared to 
penetrate to the height of the Cabinet of St Petersburg, they 
had hardly even found an opportunity of sending out feelers 
thus far. Little that was certain had been learned in Berlin 
through the so-called chargés d’ affuires, who had but scanty 
practice, concerning the relations with Russia, and thus, up 
to the present day, the influence which was exercised in 
Berlin from this point, since the beginning of the Schleswig- 
Holstein agitation, has unfortunately remained an open 
secret, the details of which, even now, neither can, nor should 
Le, furnished Ly the Prussian Government. 
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On the 18th of April Lord Palmerston had had a note handed 
in at Berlin by Earl Westmoreland, in which a protest was 
madeagainst the entrance of the Prussian troops into Schleswig, 
on the ground of the Guarantee Agreement of the 3rd of June 
1720, and a demand was eventually made that they should at 
once be withdrawn. The fact that great sympathy was shown 
in England for the Danes, was principally the work of the 
English Ambassador to Copenhagen, Mr Wynne, who was not 
only thoroughly able to deceive his Ministry, but the leading 
newspapers as well. With regard to this my brother made 
the just remark in April: 

‘The Danish affair is somewhat insidious, and I fear that 
our good public here, which is not fond of reading and think- 
ing of foreign matters, has instinctively gone over to the side 
of the Danes, and it is bard to move it to submit its opinion 
to a thorough examination of facts and points of justice.’ 
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Under these circumstances it was necessarily regarded as 
a desperate resolution on the part of the German Confederate 
Assembly, when, on the 22nd of April it declared: ‘That the 
bona oficia of England in the settling of the differences 
between Denmark and the German Confederation would be 
accepted, and that Prussia would be empowered in the name 
of the Confederation to act accordingly, and would furnish 
further information concerning the matter.’ 

The German Confederate envoy in London, Herr Banks 
was authorised in this affair ‘in order to obviate any mis- 
understanding, to represent to the royal Cabinet of Great 
Britain the simple grounds of the rights, and the national 
dignity and honour by which the proceedings of the German 
Confederacy have been determined in the differences which 
have arisen with the Crown of Denmark concerning the 
Confederate State of Holstein, and her inseparable connection 
with Schleswig.’ The envoy was also to point out, ‘ That the 
belief that the German Confederacy intended to take away 
the Duchy of Schleswig from the King of Denmark, was 
unfounded. 

This really succeeded in making a calmer and juster 
judgment of the matter possible to the English Cabinet, and 
Lord Palmerston at once endeavoured to come forward with 
proposals of mediation. Prussia on her side, in a note of the 
30th of April addressed to the envoy of Great Britain ex- 
pressed her readiness to make peace in Schleswig and to 
withdraw her troops, in accordance with the conditions of the 
status quo; and as the German Diet had given her full 
power to begin negotiations, there really appeared to be a 
near prospect of the restoration of harmony. 

Meanwhile the Russian envoy in Copenhagen had found 
an opportunity of bringing forward the proposal of an 
immediate armistice, and the English envoy Mr Wynne 
supported this request, which was now addressed directly to 
General Wrangel, but refused by him. 

At the same timo Russia intervened in Berlin, and began to 
assume a most threatening attitude with regard to the German 


* Protocol of the Contetorats: Assembly of the 22nd April, 39th Session. 
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Confederate Government. The neglect of the Prussian Cabinet 
to immediately adopt energetic measures against this conduct 
on the part of Russia, was the reason of the later destiny of 
Schleswig-Holstein and all the evils which broke over 
Germany after the year 1848. The disposition of the King 
of Prussia being what it was, the Arnim Ministry thought it 
could do nothing better than to trust itself entirely to Lord 
Palnmerston’s mediation against the interference of Russia. 
As Sweden lad also meantime protested against the occupa- 
tion of Jutland by German Confederate troops, and had 
threatened to send an expedition, the Prussian Ministry was 
forced back step by step from its originally favourable 
intentions, and was at length obliged to accept negotiations 
for an armistice without any previous settlement of a basis 
on which peace might be made. The Danish Government 
was thus placed in a most advantageous position to remain 
silent respecting the future conditions of peace, which Bunsen 
drew up in the most concise and satisfactory manner on the 
18th of May, and to await the time when war might be 
begun. 

In the Prussian memorial addressed to Lord Palmerston, 
Prussia demanded that the King of Denmark should formally 
repeal the decision to incorporate Schleswig with the Kingdom 
of Denmark, and to admit the right of Holstein to be insepar- 
ably united with Schleswig. It was presupposed that the 
united Duchies would remain united with Denmark only 
through the person of the sovereign, as long as the male issue 
of the House of Oldenburg ruled in Denmark. With regard 
to the administration, the finances, the army and fleet and 
public debts, a complete separation was expected to be arrived 
at by means of an amicable understanding, and besides this 
the King of Denmark was to consent to the entrance of the 
united Duchies into the German Confederacy. 

If one represents to one’s self these articles of peace 
intended by Prussia herself in May 1848, with the condition 
which Prussia afterwards offered to help to bring about, one 
encounters an enigma which is all the more striking, as Lord 
Palmerston, in his answer of the 19th of May, by no means 
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assumed an attitude of opposition against these proposals, but 
only wished to see the Danish speaking northern inhabitants 
f Schleswig allowed the freedom of choosing whether they 

/ would enter the German Confederacy or be added to the 
Danish monarchy. The Holstein envoys had, indeed, positively 
declared themselves, in the German Diet, to be opposed to 
this breaking up of Schleswig, nevertheless the Confederate 
Assembly accepted the conditions as the preliminaries of an 
agreement of pence in the 59th Session on the 30th of May, 
and agreed to Prussia’s proceedings as well as the mediation 
of the English Cabinet. 

Whilst the contesting parties, Denmark, as well as the 
Duchies, were raising difficulties against the settlement of 
peace, the Prussian Government had in June empowered 
Count Pourtalés to negotiate an armistice with Sweden's 
mediation, the plan of which was first drawn up at Malmiée, 
and was moditied in no small degree a few weeks later at 
Bellevue, on the 19th of July. In both places, nevertheless, 
a detinite ordering of affairs in the Duchies was avoided, and 
the effort really made was to find a form under which their 
administration might be carried on during the time of the 
armistice. 

But the Prussian negotiator had made concessions with 
regard to this question, which could by no means be carrie 
out, as there were hardly any men amongst the Holsteiners 
who liked to enter a Government, part of the members of 
which wight be nominated by the King of Denmark, without 
their names needing to be made known before the settlement 
of the armistice. Also the question of the approval of the 
laws and decrees made by the Provisory Government had 
been left undecided in the bill for the armistice. 

There were great difficulties attendant on obtaining 
Germany's consent to an armistice of this kind, when in 
Frankfort the Government of the Administrator of the 
Empire and the Imperial Ministry had only just entered into 
complete activity, and had to furnish proofs that they were 
in a position to represent the nation in foreign countries 
better than the uld German Diet had done. 
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Minister von Auerswald had a difficult task set him to 
win over the German Imperial Government to consent to 
the Prussian negotiations for the armistice. The leader of 
Prussian polities now declared, with praiseworthy frankness, 
that it was principally consideration for Russia, which forbade 
the continuance of the war against Denmark.* 

The reasons which Auerswald gave the Imperial Ministry 
for the conclusion of the armistice made an impression of 
complete honesty, and, if they afterwards complained in 
Frankfort of Prussia’s betrayal of the German cause, this 
could only be explained at the then stage of events by their 
complete ignorance of great political relations. 

On the other hand, the demands which the Imperial 
Government made, with regard to the definite conclusion of 
Prussia’s armistice were to the purpose. According to these 
demands, the Prussian negotiators were only to have full 
power on condition that they should accept the arrangements 
of Malmée and Bellevue, in the naine of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, if explicit acknowledgment could be obtained from 
Denmark : 

(1) That the persons to be chosen for the formation of a 
new universal Government for the Duchies of Holstein and 
Schleswig had been united before the conclusion of the 
armistice, purposely and expressly from amongst the com- 
bined portions in such a manner that the continuance and 
the successful efficiency of the new Government would 
thereby be apparently guaranteed. 

(2) That, under the head of the ‘existing laws and 
ordinances,’ in the Duchies mentioned in Art. VII, were 
comprised all those issued there previous to the conclusion 
of the armistice. 

(8) That the troops which, according to Art. VIII, had 
remained behind in the Duchies of Schleswig-Holstein would 
all continue under the command of the German Commander- 
in-Chief.t 

JoHN, Prince LEININGEN. 
* Tnstructions of the Royal Prussian Government to General von Below, of the 


arth July 18 
1 Letter of authorisation for Prussia, of August 7, 1848, 
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Bat the Imperial Government had sent a plenipotentiary 
at the same time to the Duchies by way of Berlin, who was 
more calculated to render the progress of the business 
difficult, as things stood, than to give any help, as the Danes 
deelared the Government of the Administrator of the Empire 
to be formed in an unauthorised manner, and would therefore 
not acknowledge it. The difficult mission, which Heckscher 
was first to have undertaken, had afterwards been performed 
by Under-States Secretary Max von Gagern, without there 
having been any possibility of introducing the conditions 
imposed by the Imperial Government. The Prussian media- 
tion at Malmie had finally been placed in the hands of General 
von Below, who did not get a single one of the Frankfort 
articles entirely and fully accepted, but contented himself 
with the fact that the Government to be appointed should 
remain free to accept or to refuse the laws and ordinances 
issued after the 17th of March for the Duchies. 

The defeat which the Imperial Commissioner, in tho 
person of Herr Max von Gagern, had additionally suffered 
through the fact that he was neither ealled upon to take 
part in the nogotiations at Malmie, nor was able to enter 
into immediate business relations with the Prussian negoti- 
ator, General von Below, but received all enlightenment 
respecting the course of things at Malmée in a roundabout 
way, through the Foreign Office at Berlin, this open thrusting 
aside of the Central Power by Prussia had contributed much 
to the pertinacity with which the armistice of Malmée was 
opposed in Frankfort. 

They considered themselves justified in assuming that 
Prussia had acted with deliberately bad intentions, and that 
the secrecy of the decision of the 26th of August was connected 
with a tendency to place the Imperial Government and the 
National Assembly in a position of constraint. That conse- 
quences arose from these unfortunate misunderstandings in the 
course of ovents in Frankfort, I was able, as I have already 
related, to observe with my own eyes. That I could not join 
in the ery of those who even at that time asserted that Prussia 
was faithless to the Schleswig-Holstein cause, and regarded all 
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her steps in matters relating to the armistice of Malmée as a 
deceitful diplomatic game, will be remembered from my letters 
concerning the relations in Frankfort, which I reproduced 
above. 

That Prussia’s position was a very difficult one at the 
moment, and that Auerswald certainly was right when he 
remarked in July how little the English Cabinet might be 
counted upon in case of a great European complication, was 
also only too well known tome. The seven-months’ armistice 
could under no circumstances have been more favourable to 
Denmark’s cause than it was in the summer of 1848; but it 
could be hoped that a consolidation of the relations in Germany 
would meantime take place, which would have permitted a 
different manner of speech towards Foreign Powers. It really 
all depended upon whether the Prussian Government would 
summon sufficient courage to do what was necessary. In any 
case the negotiations for peace which were soon to be opened 
would show how far King Frederick William IV would keep 
the promises made to the Schleswig-Holsteiners—through the 
mouth of the Duke of Augustenburg, at the breaking out of 
the complication. 

Section II of the armistice declared it to be expressly 
understood that the determinations of this convention were in 
no wuy prejudicial to the conditions of the definite peace, con- 
cerning which negotiations were to be immediately opened, 
and that neither the German Confederacy nor Denmark would 
surrender the claims and rights which they had established 
on both sides. 

There were already great difficulties after the ratification 
which had been made of the armistice, attendant on the con- 
stitution of the universal Government for the Duchies, which 
was made prospective in Art. VIII, and on the 9th of October, 
after long negotiations, Messrs Boysen, Heintze, Moltke, 
Preuszer and Reventlow declared themselves ready to accept 
the power conferred on them as far as regarded the armistice. 
Count Theodore von Reventlow of Jarsbeck and Stegen was 
the president of this chief Government council. K.Stedtmann 
performed the functions of Imperial Commissioner, whilst the 
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Danes, significantly enough, forthwith declined the right 
accorded them by Art. VIII of the armistice to appoint a 
commissioner, under pretext that the agreement had been 
broken by the promulgation of the States fundamental law in 
the Duchies. 

Quickly and well as the administration of Schleswig- 
Holstein was now set going, and excellent as were the men 
who had taken their places at the head of the Ministry, the 
condition of the Duchies remained more than doubtful, as 
long as the negotiations for peace did not take a favourable 
course. Under these circumstances, it depended mostly on 
the activity of the two Ministries, on the Foreign Office and 
the War Department. In the latter, Prince von Noer had 
given way to General Bonin, who, during the winter, had 
increased and improved the armed forces of the Duchies toa 
considerable, if not a very extensive, degree; Government 
Councillor von Harbou, who was over him, knew how to 
influence the foreign Governments with great circumspection, 
and obtained no small success, particularly in England and 
France. 

As far as the negotiations for peace were concerned, when 
the Universal Government wus established in the Duchies, 
three proposals were made for the lessening of the differences 
between Germany and Denmark ; two proceeded from the 
British Cabinet, the third pointed out the Danish Govern- 
ment a3 the only possible solution of the quarrel, and 
obtained the liveliest support from Sweden and Russia, and, 
at first, from France. 

The first and oldest proposal for the ordering of the 
affairs of Schleswig was that which Lord Palmerston had 
clung to since the beginning of the conflict, and according to 
which a division of Schleswig, according to nationalities, 
should be made. 

For my part, I had always looked upon the latter solution 
of the question as the most proper one, and, although I had 
less opportunities at that time of taking an immediate part 
in the diplomatic negotiations, yet, where I could, I advocated 
this national division of the public domains of Schleswig. 
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I have kept a map on which, in accordance with the im- 
mediate experience and observations which I was able to 
make in the year 1849 in Schleswig, I marked the desired 
boundaries with a line, which, remarkable to say, received a 
rare confirmation of its correctness twenty-eight years later, 
when the well-known fifth Article of the Peace of Prague 
was concluded. 

In the years 1848 and 1849 I discussed the above-mentioned 
division with many German and English statesmen, and 
believe that my opinion was not entirely without influence in 
the facet that the English Cabinet clung so obstinately and 
perseveringly to this point of view. 

On the other hand, the division of Schleswig was so angrily 
fought against by Holstein, that Palmerston soon let the 
matter drop at the negotiations of 1848 and 1849. Hereupon 
he answered for the maintenance of the statue quo of the 
armistice in such a manner that Schleswig should remain 
bound to Holstein at the conclusion of peace by a joint 
Government and a common Parliament, and should be ineor- 
porated with no division, neither for the German Empire nor 
for Denmark. 

On the other hand the Spanish proposal pointed out that: 
Schleswig not only receives the rights assured to her of 
separate administration, and the protection of the language 
and nationality of her inhabitants, by the royal proclamation 
of the 27th March of this year, but a Schleswig Ministry at 
Copenhagen in the place of the German Chancery, her own 
Representative Assembly, with independent administration of 
finances, after a deduction from the general expenses of the 
State for the civil list, public debts, foreign representation, 
the army and the navy. 

The unacceptableness of the latter proposal as a basis for 
the treaty of peace was agreed upon on all sides, and even the 
English Cabinet acknowledged in a perfectly loyal manner 
the intentions expressed therein secretly to incorporate 
Schleswig. If Prussia were to come forward independently 
and decidedly, it could not fail to beeome evident at once 
that Denmark did not desire peace at all. The negotiations 
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were all the more willingly left this time to the Frankfort 
Central Power, the more it failed from month to month to 
win the necessary consideration from Foreign Powers. By 
means of a number of the most hateful measures, the Danes 
were trying to undermine the Joint Government established 
by agreement in the Duchies, and to destroy its eredit with 
the Foreign Powers. 

Immetliately after the conclusion of the armistice, Den- 
imark protested against the sanction given by the Joint 
Government to all laws and ordinances of the Provisory 
Government since March 22, 1848. Then the administration 
of the islinds of Alsen and Arroe furnished the desired 
opportunity of accusing the Joint Government of breach of 
convention. In further continuance of the attitude adopted 
against the Joint Government, the so-called Schleswig- 
Holstein Chancery in Copenhagen issued a rescript, on the 
18th of November, which stated that the Joint Government 
of the Duchies was an insurgent body, and challenged the 
inhabitants of Schleswig to disobey its decrees, particularly 
to refuse to pay taxes. 

The insurrection of the Danish speaking North Schles- 
wigers stood in immediate connection with this intrigue 
proceeding from Copenhagen, the history of which filled 
whole volumes of diplomatic documents. The Danish 
Cabinet desired to prove to all Europe, and particularly to 
the English, that the country was discontented with the 
separation from Denmark, brought about by the conventions 
of the armistice, To this end a so-called protest was 
febricated, and brought to the knowledge of the Foreign 
Cabinets, in which the pretended population of all Schleswig 
declared itsclf against any union with Germany, and could 
on no account hear of being separated from Denmark. 

When one adds to this, that endless disputes had arisen 
concerning the retrograding of ships, on which an embargo 
had been laid, concerning boundaries and the marching of 
troops, the exchange of political prisoners and prisoners of 
war, the postal connections to be restored, and many other 
things of the kind, and the latter were brought before the 


BUNSEN’S PROJECT OF PEACE 3 


English Cabinet, as guarantors of the agreement of the 
armistice, with Danish tenacity, in ever-renewed documents 
of complaint, the wish to bring about a definite state of 
things in the Duchies was comprehensible enough. 

But all Palmerston’s efforts to keep the negotiations 
going remained for a long time fruitless, and only in 
February, 1849, were the many projects, which had meantime 
been worked out and established, brought under more 
particular discussion in the diplomatic Conference in London. 
The representation of the rights of Schleswig-Holstein had 
in this case become, so to say, a private matter for Baron 
de Bunsen, who, in spite of his conviction that his Sovereign 
and King desired peace at any price, accepted the authority 
to negotiate for the German Central Power. 

The luperial Ministry had, for its part, accepted Gagern’s 
opinion that nothing was now to be obtained in the Schleswiv- 
Holstein affair without Prussia. 

Under these circumstances Bunsen decided to bring forward 
a project of peace on his own responsibility in the beginning 
of January, which, it is true, astonished everyone and excited 
surprise by the universality and completeness of the solution of 
the joint Schleswig-Holstein questions, but offered extraordin- 
arily little prospect of finding acceptance at that period. 
Nevertheless the cnergetic envoy of Prussia, who, in this 
matter—I might almost say and exceptionally—had influence 
at Court through my brother, as well as in the Cabinet through 
Palmerston, succeeded in laying his plans for peace before the 
Conference. But no one was deceived as regarded the fact 
that most of Baron Bunsen’s proposals would have had to be 
forced on the Danes by main strength. 

I£ they allowed themselves to enter into discussion concern- 
ing them, it only happened because this allowed them an oppor- 
tunity of keeping their real intentions secret, and of spinning 
out the negotiations until the end of the armistice. 

According to Bunsen’s opinion, the Danes could be won 
over to a personal union between Schleswig-Holstein and 
Deniark, something like that which exists between Sweden 
and Norway, if the question of hereditary succession could be 
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solved in such a way that the maintenance of the United 
States would be assured for the future. 

I have lying before me a statement from the agent then 
acting for the Government of Schleswig-Holstein in London, 
Karl Samwers, concerning these proposals of Bunsen’s, which 
at the same time shows what the situation was at the beginning 
of the year 1849. Samwers was chief of the office of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs* under the joint Government, 
and had been sent to London in order, particularly through 
Bunsen and Stockmar, to establish with the English Cabinet 
an understanding of the views of the Schleswig-Holstein 
Government. The information he sent to the Government 
was obtained from the best sources, and it will therefore be 
of value to reproduce a few parts of it here. On the 7th of 
January he writes: 

‘In consequence of a memorial concerning the conditions 
of Peace between Germany and Denmark, Herr von Bunsen 
has been requested to come to Berlin as speedily as possible, 
in order to expose his views more clearly, and then to return 
here by way of Frankfort. In Frankfort he is to try to form 
an association for instructions. 

‘Bunsen started yesterday evening for Berlin. He confi- 
dentially acquainted me with the entire contents of the 
memorial before he left; it is really as follows: Denmark 
despairs of the possibility of saving the present monarchy, 
therefore she desires to separate Holstein from it, the sooner 
the better, she would prefer to do so at once. She hopes in 
this way to dam the stream of democratic contugion coming 
from Germany. 

‘On the other hand, she wishes to bind Schleswig all the 
more firmly to the monarchy. Under the title of Schleswig’s 
independence with equal hereditary succession, she brings for- 
ward a proposal for peace which cannot be accepted, and 
must be regarded as a casue belli for it is a disguised incor- 
poration, and something even worse than that. The civil 
lists, army, navy, states’ debts of Schleswig are to be in 
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common with those of Denmark, and the expenses therefore 
granted by the Danish Diet. 

‘It is now clear that the Schleswigers will soon wish to give 
up their severed Diet and take part in the Danish one, so 
that they may have a right to determine with them, and that 
in this way a “complete incorporation would occur, and that 
with the goodwill of the Schleswigers.” 

‘The obstinacy with which the Danes insist upon this 
project and will continue to insist upon it to the point of 
preferring war, has for sole reason the fact that they must 
give up Holstein as lost, on account of her hereditary suc- 
cession and the popular feeling, Unless, therefore, war be 
desired, a project must be laid before Denmark which will 
encourage her to keep Holstein. 

‘But war cannot be desired : for it could hardly be carried 
on by the Duchies alone. The Danish army numbers 25,000 
men, the 18,000 men of the Duchies are young troops, without 
discipline, and are held together more through Bonin than 
through anything else. If they won a victory with the help 
of the Volunteer Corps, through this help war would once 
more break out between Denmark and Germany. But if 
they succumb, the sentiments which still predominate in 
Germany being what they are, it would be impossible not to 
come to their help. But a German army, which would again 
break its oath, could not remain eight days in Schleswig 
without ignominy, but would have to pass beyond the 
boundaries of Jutland, and the opportunity would then occur 
for which Russia and Sweden are waiting in order to declare 
war against Germany. 

‘It would be equally impossible to extend the present 
status quo for any great length of time. For the Danes 
regard it as more unbearable thana war. They have realised 
that they lose more with every moment of its continuance. 

‘It is true that the Belgian relations of 1830 furnish the 
example of a similar very firm status guo; but the difference 
is, that this status quo was desired by all European Powers, 
and all would have turned against the man who wished to 
break it, but that in the present case Russia and France are 
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decidedly for Denmark, and only England is not entirely 
against Gerinany. 

‘In the Treaty of Peace, the following points must be 
strictly observed. Nothing unendurable or impossible must 
be required of Denmark—nothing must be settled which, of 
itself, or on account of the fecling of the country in the 
Duchies, is impossible. Germany and Prussia must come out 
of the transaction with honour, and Prussia must accept the 
matter, in spite of the thanklessness she has already 
experienced, for she expressed herself first and most decidedly 
of ull coneerning the matter. 

‘In Frankfort they are also beginning to realise that 
nothing cnn be done unless Prussia, as uccessity has proved, 
makes n Prussian envoy the mediator. Finally, those trans- 
actions must be joined to the Palmerston proposals of 
January. A basis is here furnished by two alternatives; the 
alternative of division is, however, impossible; for, firstly, no 
one in the Duchies wishes the division ; and lastly, Denmark 
does not wish it. The second alternative has become impos- 
sible through Section IT and HI of the German Constitution. 
Nothing therefore remains, except to place Schleswig and 
Holstein in the same relation to Denmark, as Norway is to 
Sweden; only in this way can Denmark summon the courage 
to keep Holstein. Sweden is doing very well with this 
alliance, and Norway is only one-fourth of the united state, 
the Duchics are two-fifths. 

‘The basis of the negotiations for peace must therefore be : 
Schleswig and Holstein to be a Duchy, united by a Parliament 
in such a munner, nevertheless, that there should be no fear 
that this relation is only a precursor to a complete separation. 

‘The residence of the Ministry in the Duchies is an un- 
avoidable necessity, the continuance of the Chancery in 
Copenhagen impossible. Provincial representative assemblies 
will be formed for both Ducbies, having in their charge the 
affairs which the German Imperial Chancery in Holstein is 
competent to undertake. 

‘Thus the Schleswig Parliament negotiates separately with 
regard to the army, the navy, commercial rights, roads, 
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streets, canals and representation. But at the same time 
Denmark must be offered the settlement of a joint hereditary 
succession with the Duchies for all time, for only thus is it 
certain that the above project will not have as a consequence 
the breaking loose of both Duchies in a few years. 

‘The negotiations concerning the Danish rights to the 
throne will meet with no difficulty. Of the agnatic claims, 
those of the House of Augustenburg are the least disputed, 
those of the Russians are the best founded, but the latter are 
dangerous on account of Russia's power. Therefore the 
Gottorf line in its youngest branches must be placed before 
that of Augustenburg, but the latter must have Oldenburg in 
compensation. It appears as if the Danish party desire to 
make the five year old son of Prince Christian of Gliicksburg 
the successor to the throne, but the Hereditary Grand-Duke 
of Oldenburg is still of such an age that he can be given a 
Danish education, and that the compensating equivalent 
which he can offer the Augustenburgers is to be preferred on 
account of Russia. 

‘But, on account of a joint hereditary succession, this 
negotiation offers at the same time an opportunity of winning 
Russia over to the plan and driving her into it. Russia ought 
to have been accepted this summer as a mediating power; 
that it did not happen was a mistake, which, however, had 
to be made on account of “public opinion” in Germany. It 
is to be hoped that it can be repaired in the manner suggested. 

‘This is essentially the matter contained in Herr Bunsen’s 
views, such as he has laid before the Berlin Cabinet. I do 
not need to mention, that the actual mistakes are least to be 
attributed to my reproduction. 

‘I add in explanation, a few appropriate remarks which 
Bunsen made to me in the course of conversation, when I 
opposed to the plan those reasons which would most naturally 
occur to the mind. 

‘The state of things thus brought about did not need to 
last interminably, the only thing to be done was to order 
matters for the present. There was no equivalent which 
might be offered to Denmark for her consent to the entrance 
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of Schleswig into the German Empire; any that might be 
suggested was too small, as Russia was decidedly against it. 

‘Denmark would consider the offer of the vote according 
to Count Reventlow’s plan in the light of a bad joke, as she 
had already violently opposed the vote according to Pulmer- 
ston’s plan, as she objected that every vote undertaken under 
a German Government must fall out unluckily on account of 
its power and influence. 

“It would undoubtedly be better to leave the particulars of 
the succession undecided, but to do this would be difficult. 
Besides that. the succession of the male issue was never set 
up as an object in Germany, the letter of the King of Prussia 
to the Duke of Augustenburg is not of an official character. 

‘In the transactions concerning the peace, the negotiator 
must know wherein lay the casus belli ; but this could not be 
settled in Frankfort, while a war can be decided on there, but 
not carried out. 

‘The above developed view of Bunsen is, indeed, no more 
than simply a private plan. Bunsen has communicated the 
principal features to Lord Palmerston, and the Jatter has 
answered: he did not see why this plan would not do. Ho 
had farther communicated if to Brunnow, and the latter had 
received it in a very friendly manner, and had expressed 
himself as being not unfavourable to the plan, and had 
written in this sense to the Russian Court; but he had had 
no news up to yesterday. 

‘Both Palmerston and Brunnow remarked concerning the 
determination arrived at regarding the hereditary succession 
that they do not understand why the matter should be made 
still more complicated than it already was by adding the 
hereditary succession question. Bunsen had meantime made 
it clear to them that without this determination Denmark 
could not be won over to the plan. The Prussian Government 
had expressed itself as agreeing generally with Bunsen, and 
had sent a communication of this fact to Meyendorff. 

‘Finally, Bunsen told me that Count O. Rantzau had said 
in a short memorial to Lord Palmerston, that the proposed 
plan appeared to them to be a thoroughly good one. 


BUNSEN’S PLAN 37 


‘Under these circumstances, and owing to the shortness of 
the time which was left me for it, I have, for my part, only 
been able to offer general objections to this project, which, 
according to my opinion, if carried out, can only bring about 
a continual series of quarrels, incessant political excitement, 
and, in the end, a new outbreak. 

‘I have especially tried to make Bunsen attentive to the 
fact that if Palmerston and Brunnow agree to it more or less, or 
without introducing the hereditary succession question, and 
only Denmark should wish for this introduction, it would 
be a mistake for the German side to forcibly place this point 
by the side of a project which Denmark does not consider a 
sacrifice as regards Schleswig, and which has already been 
put into a form much more favourable for us, without 
demanding the perpetuation of the personal union, that, 
finally, this concession could always be made against the 
consent of Denmark to the addition of Schleswig to the 
Empire. 

‘I have further drawn attention to the fact that if the 
project is in any way to be carried out, and not to fail at once 
in the Duchies, two points must necessarily be observed: 1. 
That the community of the representative Assembly is a rule 
to be kept, and 2. That the separation of the administra- 
tion from that of Denmark must be thoroughly carried out in 
those points where there is no community with Holstein. 

‘ Neither is the case according to Bunsen’s plan; Schleswig 
must have her army, navy and representation in common 
with Denmark. At his request I furnished him with a short 
written explanation. 

‘Finally, I allow myself to observe that it is to be feared 
that Herr Bunsen’s plan will be still more weakened in Berlin. 
I can say that I know that the Berlin Cubinet a short time 
since considered the casus belli to lie not in the complete 
separation of an independent Schleswig from Holstein, but 
only in an incorporation. I should still like to believe that 
the fear of a renewal of the war with the really, or only 
apparently Delligerent kingdom of Denmark, will lead, at 
least in the negotiations, where everything depends upon 
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mutual concessions, to a deviation from Bunsen’s plan, so far, 
that Banks’ plan will remain as the result. 

‘I should, therefore, like to lay the question before the 
consideration of a high Government, whether it is not 
perhaps suitable to exercise influence over the consultations 
in Berlin by means of a trusty envoy, such as Herr Francke, 
and to instruct him, at the approaching consultation at 
Frankfort, to aim at the observation of the Parliamentary 
union as a rule, as well as the complete separation of the 
Schleswig administration from the Danish one, as a conditio 
sime qua non, and, if possible, that the question of hereditary 
succession be left untouched, as far as this project is 
conecrned.’ 

So much for the Schleswig-Holstein chargé d@’ affaires 
in London. As rn fact, the peace project of the Prussian 
envoy had been as good as set aside during his absence from 
London. Palmerston, who, during the continued breach of 
the convention of the armistice, had become more and more 
convinced that a renewal or lengthening of the armistice was 
not to be thought of, urged with ever-increasing earnestness 
the opening of negotiations for peace, on the basis of the 
proposal made by him for a division of Schleswig, according 
to nationalities. 

When Bunsen returned from Berlin and Frankfort to 
London he wns prepared to negotiate for peace, and to make 
every concession to Denmark which might be demanded with 
regard to Schleswig, so that even Lord Palmerston appeared 
to represent the German cause. 

Regarding this turn of things, Samwers writes on the 23rd 
of February : 

‘That on which Bunsen relies to defend his instructions 
is an alliance of Russia, France, and Sweden with Denmark, 
of which a high Government meantime has, no doubt, re- 
ceived news through Berlin, Bunsen tells me that he himself 
has read the letter from the Emperor of Russia to the King 
of Prussia. 

‘He writes that he would rather give him notice himself 
of the alliance agreed upon, than that he should hear of it 
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through others. The alliance is, according to Bunsen’s 
explanation, as follows: “If war breaks out again, Russia 
will send 30,000 men, France 30,000, Sweden 30,000 to 
Schleswig ; if the boundaries of Jutland are passed by the 
German troops, Russia will let 100,000 men enter East 
Prussia. The supposed case is natural, namely, that war will 
be renewed between Germany and Denmark.”’ 

As may be seen, Prussian diplomacy did not fail not only 
to feel anxiety in every way, but also to alarm their allies, 
and, most of all, the unfortunate Government of Schleswig- 
Holstein. For that many circumstances were still necessary 
for the carrying out of this doubtful alliance was not hard to 
see. But it suited the Prussian Cabinet best to be able to 
place itself in the light of being forced and urged to make a 
speedy end of the really hated matter by giving up Schleswig. 

Stockmar, then in London, had therefore rightly given the 
Schleswig-Holsteiners the assurance that, if they could not 
help themselves, they would certainly be abandoned by 
Prussia. As is plainly discerned from the information fur- 
nished by Samwers, Stockmar, even then, did not deceive 
himself about the Prussian support, and it may possibly be 
set down as owing to his influence that even my brother 
declared the Holstein-Schleswig affair to be so badly managed, 
that he considered a speedy peace at any price most desir- 
able. 

Meantime, envoys from Sweden and Denmark had arrived 
at the Conference which had already begun in London, but 
this did not prevent Denmark’s warlike sentiments from being 
plainly exposed to view through her plenipotentiary Revent- 
low. An early warning that the armistice was at an end, as 
far as Denmark was concerned, was declared by him as being 
only natural. 

Diplomatists in London wavered undecidedly between the 
question of the extension of the armistice and the hasty con- 
clusion of peace at any price. On the 28rd of February, Lord 
Palmerston came forward with the formal proposal of an 
extension of the armistice until the 26th of June, but care had 
been taken that even the most unavoidable moditications in 
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the agreement of Malmie should offer, at least, as many diffi- 
culties as even the preliminaries of peace. 

The independence of Schleswig had been recognised as the 
only basis for the latter, and Bunsen again worked out, with 
indefatigable dexterity, a comprehensive memorandum, the 
diffuseness and want of clearness of which gave the Danes 
every opportunity of making the negotiations unsuccessful. 
People became more and more convinced of the entire unfit- 
ness of Bunsen to obtain anything from such an enemy. 
And, concerning this, Samwers himself wrote on the 26th of 
February, in a manner worthy of attention : 

‘The negotiations concerning this work have fully con- 
vinced me of Bunsen’s wnjitness to lead them; Baron Stockmar 
agrees with me in this, hoping, meanwhile, that something 
may be guined from the mistakes which the Danes are 
making. To the intimate knowledge and craftiness of the 
Danes Bunsen will, in the verbal negotiations in general, as 
well as individually, expose himself in the worst manner, and 
his mental skill will help him but little against their firm- 
ness. 
‘The worst of the matter is, that he believes himself to be 
thoroughly and entirely fitted for the work. For my part, I 
cannot look on much longer, and at the first opportunity shall 
be forced to differ entirely from him.’ 

In the negotiations concerning the plans for peace the 
most incredible things had indeed occurred. In the protocol 
for Schleswig’s independence the Danes had demanded the 
insertion of a phrase which ran: Laissant intacte Vunion* 
indissoluble qui existe entre le dit Duché et la cowronne de 
Danemarek. In order to make this phrase acceptable, 
Palmerston had altered it unknown to the Danes, and 
comniunicated it to the German Cabinet in a milder form. 
When, late enough, Bunsen noticed that he had been com- 
pletely deceived in the matter, Palmerston, indeed, acknow- 
ledged his falsification of the original proposal of Denmark, 
but nevertheless demanded that Germany must accept the 


* Lesving intact the indissoluble union which exists hetween the said Duchy and 
the Crown of Denmark. 
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words inserted by the Danes in the English formula, to avoid 
compromising the Cabinet. 

All these apparent intrigues had as a result that at the 
middle of March the German cause appeared, diplomatically 
speaking, to be in rather an advantageous condition. Ger- 
many’s love of peace and even that of the Schleswig-Holstein 
Government were certainly not to be doubted. A clever and 
energetic management of the business would, as in the year 
1864, have succeeded in bringing forward against Denmark 
proofs of stubbornness and disturbance of the peace, and 
forcing the mediating Powers to express themselves against 
the Danish pretensions. 

Besides, even the friends of Denmark were exceedingly 
weary of the bullying attitude of the Cabinet there with 
regard to the armistice question. Sweden sent a very earnest 
note to Copenhagen, in which she explained that, if Denmark 
declared the armistice to be at an end, she would lay all the 
blame to her, and that she would then declare herself frea 
from all obligations to Denmark, and not come to the latter's 
help. 

The Russians, also, were by this time decided upon 
warning their discourteous protégé. Brunnow, as well as 
Bunsen and Palmerston, explained that he would highly 
disapprove of an end being put to the armistice, and that he 
had told the Danes that they were entirely ruining their 
cause in this way, as it would be no less than an aggression 
and a declaration of war, 

But at that time there was no proper comprehension in 
Berlin of such favourable moments. One heard of nothing 
there but the efforts to avoid war at any price. The 
hindrances to the peace, which, it was pretended, came from 
Schleswig and Frankfort alone, were particularly badly 
judged in many circles of the Prussian Residence, and pointed 
out as a sad consequence of political immorality, the decay of 
the fidelity of the subjects, the democratic disorder, and other 
pet phrases. 

Far be it from me to give a complete picture of the 
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negotiations in which Prussia invariably urged the most entire 
compliance. Bunsen himself grew so angry that he called 
the part which Germany played a deeply degrading one, and 
boldly asserted of Prussia that she had forfeited any con- 
sideration which the world might have felt for ber. 

It would Jead me too far from the object of my description 
if I were to attempt to depict, step by step, the conduct of 
the Powers towards belligerent Denmark : how they finally 
agreed that the unruly protégée could put an end to the 
arinistice on her own account, how they tried to decide the 
Danish Cabinet to delay hostilities, at least until the 15th of 
April, how they at length contented themselves with the fact 
that an armistice had been promised until the 10th of April, 
and how, even in this, they were disappointed by the small 
State, as it declared war imwediately after the expiration of 
the armistice on the 26th of March, and opened hostilities on 
the 3rd of April. 

All these circumstances which, if not exactly honourable, 
were, at least in a certain sense, advantageous for Germany, 
were so clearly shown in London in the second half of March, 
that no Power could, even remotely, think of supporting 
Denmark at this moment. It had been pretended that the 
small Kingdom, which began to play the ‘would-be great,’ 
would call on its powerful friends, in order to seek support. 
from them against the aggressive tendencies of Germany 
and Prussia, but even its favourers could only consider the 
war, which it was about to begin, to be a piece of tem- 
erity. 

But Berlin must have been somewhat better informed 
concerning the relations than Frankfort and South Germany, 
if one is to impute even the slightest retlection to the conduct 
of the Danish Government. I do not, indeed, bring forward 
the assertion that a single man in Prussia had had the 
intention of complying with the Danes, but what I was after- 
wards to see and to experience personally, showed, at least, 
that there appeared to exist a kind of pre-established harmony 
between the gods of war on both sides, as in the Iliad, the 
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Olympians agree amongst themselves whilst the war of men 
is fluctuating around Troy. 


I cannot refrain from adding here to close the chapter, an 
interesting letter from Samwers describing the state of things 
in London on the 81st of March 1849: 

‘The Danish ultimatum was only placed in Bunsen’s hands 
late yesterday evening, and then when the twenty-four hours’ 
respite allowed for acceptance had expired. At the drawing- 
room on the 29th inst., Count Reventlow expressed himself as 
follows to Bunsen: he bad detained the courier, who was to 
take back Bunsen’s answer, or, rather, his acceptance of the 
ultimatum to Copenhagen, as long as it was in any way 
possible. 

‘ This was the first that Bunsen had heard of the ultimatum, 
he at once turned to Lord Palmerston, and then it came out 
that the latter had had this ultimatum in his possession for 
the past twenty-four hours, without having read it, the 
twenty-four hours in which Bunsen was to answer. For the 
accompanying note to Lord Palmerston explained: The time 
had been so reckoned that the courier, who had brought this 
ultimatum, in case the German plenipotentiaries accepted it in 
twenty-four hours, would return in time to prevent the 
outbreak of hostilities. Lord Palmerston sent this note with 
the ultimatum as a counter-project to Bunsen on the evening 
of the 29th, but without formally recommending its acceptance 
asa mediating Power. 

‘I found the ultimatum at Bunsen’s yesterday. His indis- 
position had so greatly increased, that I almost feared it 
would be lasting. Added to this, one of those officially 
confidential despatches from Count Arnim arrived this 
morning, which was not exactly calculated to raise Bunsen’s 
courage. This last despatch, which was brought by an army- 
messenger, ran as follows: “It had astonished him, Count 
A. very much, that Bunsen, after the last news, had not yet 
signed the last protocol of the 18th inst., he hoped, meanwhile, 
that this would be done at once. Should this not be the case, 
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they would be forced to accept the accompanying Danish 
ultimatum.” 

‘Although I could feel pretty certain that Bunsen would 
not yield, I went to Baron Stockmar and Dr Meyer, in order 
to decide them to keep him to his former good intentions. 
The former is an authority to Bunsen, the latter can do much 
with him because of their friendship of twenty years’ stand- 
ing. Both have dissuaded him from allowing himself to be 
in any way drawn into a discussion concerning the ultimatum. 

‘The note was sent to Lord Palmerston yesterday, in which 
Bunsen refuses. He explains in it that he is not justitied in 
accepting it. Besides, he added, it was unheard of that the 
space of twenty-four hours only should be allowed for the 
consideration of such an ultimatum, particularly when it was 
known that the plenipotentiary could have no instructions 
concerning it. Further, it was strikingly apparent that, at 
the bottom, a treaty of peace was desired, and not the pre- 
liminaries thereof, as would be furnished by the occupation of 
Schleswig. 

‘This note displayed no great consciousness, as the 
unfortunate remark occurs in it that Germany did not desire 
to determine the future form of things individually in 
Schleswig, in the treaty of peace, but would be satistied with 
the establishment of the basis only. 

‘Meanwhile Bunsen’s notes are regularly left unread by 
Palmerston, who complains of their number and length. 

‘Bunsen also communicated with the Prussian Ministry 
yesterday, and as follows: His position as plenipotentiary of 
the German Central Power was still the same. It had 
positively forbidden him to accept Article 3 of the protocol of 
the 13th inst., therefore there could be no thought of accepting 
the ultimatum. 

‘I will remark in addition, that Bunsen, who takes things 
easily and somewhat personally, asserts that the Danes only 
wanted to frighten hin with the ultimatum, and that an 
outbreak of hostilities is not to be thought of. I find no 
occasion to dispute this opinion. 
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‘Despatches from Anoim wil not easly infuenee Bansen 
tonelet bis plan duty towards the Cental Power, even i 
be really suppowes that these desputes only expres the 
pentiments of the King, How it will be when the King 
himself wrtes to him, I cannot say, fear that he wil not 
remain steady. But no one ere dvb that, after th 
breaking ont of war, the King wil do everything inorder to 
elablih peace quik 
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Dorin the course of the negotiations for peace or an armistice, 
in the winter of 1848-49, everyone on all sides was in the 
highest degree interested in learning how the military forces 
stood in Schleswig-Holstein. One heard a great deal of the 
activity of the Schleswig-Holstein War Department, and the 
momentary popularity of Bonin’s name was sufficient to 
inspire the upper North of the German Empire with the 
belief that the highest opinion should be entertained of this 
army. 

Meanwhile, a closer insight into the military relations of 
the Duchies was calculated to make the matter appear less 
bright. The newspapers which were favourable to the 
Duchies spoke lightly enough of an army of from 25,000 to 
80,000 men, which the Danes would find ready for them, and 
at St Paul’s in Frankfort, very excessive hopes were on every 
occasion aroused with regard to the Schleswig-Holstein 
military power. 

The country’s own Government had, on their side, an 
interest in showing the strength and equipment of the army 
in as favourable a light as possible, partly in order to raise 
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courage in their own Jand, partly in order to lay greater 
emphasis on the diplomatic demands. Nevertheless, their 
official communications were much more modest. 

In a note issued by the governing circle of Schleswig- 
Holstein, which lies before me, the effective strength of the 
army is put down as 19,503, of these, 3729 are given leave as 
a reserve; 8500 men can be called in on the 10th of March, 
and 3500 on the 10th of May. In this total number the 
artillery had been reckoned, which was 3000 men strong, and 
six complete batteries, amongst them two 12-lb, one mounted 
and eight foot batteries, each with eight cannons. Cavalry 
was entirely wanting. In January, two Hanseatic squadrons 
were in Schleswig, in order to cover this deticiency, but 
Denmark having reclaimed them, they were withdrawn. 

As the equipment of the army still left a great deal to be 
desired, it was no miscalculation when one said that after the 
expiration of the Malmée armistice, Bonin could not possibly 
take the field with more than J5,000 men. One ean therefore 
judge by this how little foundation there was in the hope 
that Schleswig-Holstein could independently oppose Denmark. 

Stockmar, and particularly Bunsen, had nourished the 
supposition in London that the Schleswig-Holsteiners could 
gain their end by means of their own strength. Indeed, both 
statestnen were too well informed to favour any overrating 
of the Schleswig-Holstein means of defence to so great a 
degree as was customary in the liberal circles of Germany ; 
but it was a great political mistake to allow the slightest 
error to exist concerning this point. 

On the Central Power in Frankfort, fortunately, no decep- 
tion of the kind had been practised. General von Peucker 
was far too serious and thorough a soldier to fail to recognise 
the necessity of sending a considerable number of Imperial 
troops to the Duchies. 

Without allowing themselves to be led astray by the 
negotiations for peace, the members of the war office worked 
early and industriously in order to prevent an invasion by 
the Danes at the expiration of the armistice. On the 3rd of 
March the Imperial Ministry had already settled the number 
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of troops to be contributed by the individual Confederate 
States, and forwarded the lists everywhere with the greatest 
secrecy. 

The combined strength of the army ordered to Schleswig 
consisted of 46,646 men. Coburg and Gotha contributed a 
battalion of 8000 men, which reecived marching orders from 
Frankfort on the 11th of March, and was to cross the Elbe 
on the 24th, and enter Altona. Further orders were to be 
communicated to the battalion by the commander-in-chief of 
the combined forces there. 

On the 17th of March the General in command of the 
royal Prussian corps of Guards, Lieutenant-General von 
Prittwitz was appointed as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Imperial troops intended to form an active army, and Major- 
Gencral von Hahn was appointed Chief of the General Staff, 
having filled the same post during the past year with the 
Commander-in-Chief, at that time General von Wrangel. 

If these arrangements appeared to inspire the supposition 
of a complete co-operation and a clear understanding between 
the Central Power and the Prussian Government, the choice of 
a man like Prittwitz raised the hope that the war would be con- 
ducted nore energetically and seriously than in former years. 

At the time when the mobilisation of the German Con- 
federate troops was a settled thing in Frankfort, I had the 
fact recalled to the Imperial War Ministry that I was looking 
for a wilitary occupation, and wished to take part in the 
coming campaign. I had commissioned Minister von Stein, 
who had gone to Frankfort in March, carefully to look out 
for my opportunity; and although I knew that my old and 
anxious statesmen would he unwilling to see his country’s 
ruler go on the battlefield, I did not doubt that he would take 
every possible pains in order to obtain what I wanted for me. 
But Herr von Stein encountered difficulties which he at first 
only hinted at vaguely, but which were afterwards expressed 
in the formula, that, under the circumstance that so many 
older generals were to be considered, it was extremely difficult 
to offer me a position in the army of Schleswig-Holstein 
corresponding to my rank. 
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That this was simply refusing a Prince, whose entirely 
German and popular opinions were known, a wider sphere 
of activity, for political reasons, is more than I can assert; 
but while describing the situation, I cannot help introducing 
word for word the decisive question which Minister von Stein 
at length put to me on the 18th of March: 

‘Your Highness has as yet communicated to me no resolve 
in answer to my humble inquiry sent a few days ago, con- 
cerning a military command which is to be conferred on Your 
Highness, and I am forced to send off an estufet with the 
present news, as General von Peucker was with me and made 
the following communication: It is feasible to give Your 
Highness a command in the army of Schleswig, but only that 
of the five Thuringian battalions: Weimar, Meiningen, Alten- 
burg, Reuss and Coburg-Gotha; but, in order to effect this, 
he must have Your Highness’s declaration that Your Highness 
desires a command in this war, and that Your Highness 
does not lay claim to such a one as would be suitable to 
your position as General. 

‘Although I do not doubt that Your Highness could not 
accept such a command at the present moment, as 100 substi- 
tutes can be found to undertake it, whereas the duties of 
Your Highness’s calling as Duke of Coburg-Gotha can be 
entrusted to no other man, now, when you are occupied in 
establishing the German Constitution, and thereby the 
relations between the individual States, when the question of 
uniting Coburg and Gotha is to be decided, when the Diets of 
both Duchies are in full activity, I nevertheless consider it my 
duty to bring the intimation of the War Minister to Your 
Highness’s knowledge as speedily as possible. 

«It will be less difficult for Your Highness to refuse with 
a few words of thanks, considering the fact that you can 
very easily be placed under the command of the Hessian 
General Spangenberg, and that the command offered to Your 
Highness is such as a Colonel can manage. With the greatest 
respect, Von STern. 

‘ Frankfort, March 18th, '49, 1 o'clock, p.m.’ 

VOL. II. D 
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It could plainly be seen that there was but little inclina- 
tion in Frankfort to meet my wishes, but even under these 
circumstances I at once decided unconditionally to accept the 
War Minister's proposals. I sent Captain von Fritsch, the 
aame who, as General, commanded the Saxon cavalry in so 
masterful a manner in 1866, to Frankfort, to conclude the 
affair, and made all preparations at home, in order to be able 
to join the army with the knowledge that all my duties as a 
ruler had been properly performed. The motive of my 
determination, which was received with as great pleasure by 
the people, as well as the governing circles, not only of my 
own lands, but with critical attention clsewhere, I explained 
to my brother with my usual frankness : 

*L wrote to you last autumn that the Central Power had 
made me the offer of a command in case of need. I agreed 
even at that early date, and I clearly foresaw that the 
supreme decision would be followed Ly war. Times have not 
grown better, but worse. The German nation has neither 
internal strength nor energy enough, it neither knows what 
it will nor what it should do. The Princes are, indeed, still 
on their thrones, but they are already again in the meshes of 
Cabinet and Court intrigues. There are no good designs 
entertained towards us small sovereigns. 

‘The representative assemblies are doing their utmost to 
commit suicide, and the larger States are setting snares and 
traps in numbers to catch the sovereigns, In this unpleasant 
situation the Central Power asked me through the Imperial 
War Ministry whether I would take the chief command of 
our Thuringian contingent in the campaign against the 
Danes. 

‘I should have declined any other command of the kind, 
but I could not refuse this one, as, in the present condition of 
our States, it is important to keep the executive power in our 
own hands. I will give no political reasons here, as, if you 
judge the state of things in Germany correctly, you will 
share my views. I received marching orders yesterday 
evening, so was therefore only able to surprise our Assembly 
with the news to-day. I have tried, in the accompanying 
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note, to repeat my words to the representatives as circum- 
stantially as possible ; you will see from it how I think.* 

‘To my great pleasure the representatives received the 
news with real enthusiasm. Throughout the whole town, 
which has naturally only been in possession of the news for a 
few hours past, it has aroused more animation than complaint. 
During the next few days I shall put everything in order 
here, and lay down complete instructions. The day of my 
departure is not yet settled, I shall take the command as a 
Saxon General, and have chosen from our own army a general 
staff which will contain most excellent men. 

‘I had expected the fall of the hereditary Emperors, so 
we once more find ourselves vis-d-vis de vien. We can only 
be pitied, as we now depend upon fools and villains, I have 
often thought of you with longing; we could make use now 
of a healthy understanding and particularly of a fleet, but 
still more of money. 

‘I may be said to be carrying on war with Denmark 
myself, as, in addition, I shall have to attend to the com- 
missariat from here, which our lands will not be able to stand. 

‘No one feels any great sympathy for the war; in the 
Empire they call the Imperial troops strand-snipes, and in 
Schleswig they won’t hear anything about Germans. 

‘ Nevertheless, one can only congratulate one’s self on the 
fact that our troops here, as everywhere, will only be improved 
by the fiery ordeal. The “Reds” undermined them fearfully, 
and I thanked heaven when I saw ours leave in the train 
yesterduy. I must close for to-day. More in a few days.’ 

My next letter from Hamburg, of the 31st of March was 
a description of the general opinion and situation, and shall 


at once be given a place here: 
‘I am writing to you from here, so that, if you wish to 


* This small note haa unfortunately been lost. My proclamation of the 24th of 
March ; To the inhabitants of the Duchy of Coburg-Gotha ran as follows: ‘A serious, 
fateful moment forces tne, beloved fellow countrymen, to address this speech to you,” 
and closed: ‘Fellow countrymen, although with emotion, yet with manly 
courage and tho fullest confi‘lence in the justneas of the cause which I am called to 
serve, I leave home and hearth, and all which is nearest to my heart, to enter the 
pn of Your sons as a German soldier, to fight with them for Germany's honour and 
Germany's greatness.—Fellow Countrymen ! I give you all my in hearty fare- 
‘wellmay wo meet again soon—and-—God willing joyfully.” 
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send me any news, you will be able to find my headquarters. 
You will, indeed, have to refer to the map. I shall, I hope, 
command a brigade of about 10,000 men formed of nine con- 
tingents, in the right flank of the main body of the army, I 
stand in an isolated position between Eckernfirde and Fried- 
richsort, so that, if, as we greatly wish, we come to blows, 
we can prevent the Danes from landing. The troops are very 
eager, and only the enemy is wanting. 

‘In Berlin, where I was yesterday, they do not wish to 
hear a word of the German Emperor. What is to come of it ? 
I left everyone in transports of joy at home over the Consti- 
tution. I only arrived here a few hours ago, and it is really 
charming, I am well, and happy at leaving the writing-table 
and the home Philistines behind me.’ 

When I made the above communication a change had been 
made in the construction of my brigade. Whereas it was 
originally to have consisted of the Thuringian contingents, 
then a battery of Hessians, a Nassau battery and both 
Hanseatic squadrons, the battalions of Weimar and Altenburg 
were, strange to say, withdrawn from this connection, and 
replaced by a battalion of Wiirtembergers, and a battalion 
from Baden. 

In wy character of royal Saxon General, I requested as a 
disposal in that way could be made neither in Frankfort nor 
by the highest commanders of the army, the Saxon Ministry 
of War to give me for the coming campaign Colonel von 
Treitschke as the chief of my staff, and Captain von Fritsch, 
as well as Captain von Stieglitz as adjutant, to which the 
King of Saxony signified his assent in the most friendly 
manner. I knew all these officers as distinguished men, 
having known them when serving in the Saxon army, whose 
prominent military talents were as generally recognised in 
the course of the year, as their personal character made it 
possible to establish really friendly relations with them, 
and until death separated us I was happy in having these 
good comrades for friends. 

Meanwhile, according to the plan of campaign, the troops 
of Prussia and Schleswig-Holstein were sent on before to 
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Schleswig and Flendsburg, whilst the unimportant Imperial 
contingents, which were placed under my command, were 
stationed between Eckernférde and Friedrichsort under the 
name of reserve brigade. 

As the Wiirtembergers and Badensers had not yet been 
added to it, the brigade was at first greatly reduced in 
numbers, Instructions were only sent to them by General 
von Prittwitz at the urgent request of my staff on the 31st 
of March, from Gettorf, and I had no personal knowledge of 
this when I left Hamburg to go straight to headquarters in 
order to present myself to the Commander-in-Chief of the army. 

Von Prittwitz had left Gettorf for Schleswig on the 1st 
of April, and I met him on the evening preceding his departure, 
so that I had an opportunity of holding a long conversation 
with him. I at once complained to him of the defective 
arrangements which had been made by the Imperial Ministry, 
and freely represented to him the difficulties in which the 
reserve brigade might be placed. 

General von Prittwitz received me coolly, and more or less 
ironically, He wondered greatly, he said in reply to my 
complaint, that I, as an Imperial General, had not received 
special instructions from Frankfort, and, under the impression 
that this had been done, he had delayed thus long to issue 
decided orders concerning the Thuringian contingents. The 
matter had now been put in order, and, according to the 
ordre de bataille, I was to take command of the reserve 
brigade formed by him, which, it was true, was at present 
very weak. 

On my asking where the brigade was, he informed me 
that it had until then consisted only of three battalions, 
Gotha, Meiningen and Reuss, and one light battery from 
Nassau, and was to take a reserve position near Gettorf, 
which allowed of timely help being sent to the points 
Eckernfirde, Friedrichsort and Kiel, in case any of them 
appeared to be particularly threatened. I naturally regretted 
that this task had been given to so small a body of troops, 
and he promised to send on the contingents of Baden and 
Wiirtemberg in a few days. 
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My displeasure was plain enough, and I noticed how 
incomplete everything was and that even for these few troops 
thore was neither intendency nor infirmary. General von 
Prittwitz met my just grievances by beginning to complain 
of his own situation. 

His position was a very bad and uncomfortable one, as it 
was clearly defined and fixed neither with regard to the non- 
Prussian Iniperial troops nor to the Schleswig-Holstein army. 
General von Bonin would not obey his orders, and had not 
even shown him the honour of adopting the parole given by 
him, nor his watchword ; this could not but lead to intolerable 
things on every side, and would be inconvenient enough for 
ine also, as troops from Schleswig-Holstein would be given to 
me. 

However correct and unpleasant the facts related by von 
Prittwitz may have been, I still could not admit that the 
position assigned to me was strictly necessary. The isolated 
and retired post to which the troops were ordered appeared 
to me during the whole campaign to have been given them 
in order to keep them unoccupied. 

I could not admit, and said so plainly, that the Danish 
army which was assembling in the North of Schleswig would 
divide in such a way as to undertake important operations 
in the South, But if such a thing could really be expected, I 
must admit that a task was set the Imperial troops under 
my command which, according to the nature of the case, and 
the geographical position of the points assigned to me to 
defend, was one which could hardly be performed with so 
insignificant a number of forces. 

General von Prittwitz admitted that my position might 
become very important and difficult, but, he added, with the 
immense irony which he showed at every mention of the 
reserve brignde, a great task had willingly been assigned 
to me and the Imperial troops so that we wight prove our 
ability and skill to the whole world. In the course of his 
half serious, but always very obligingly turned conversation, 
he let fall the remark that the first shot in the war would 
probably be fired by us. 
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This observation was at that moment as incomprehensible 
to me, as it appeared strange and remarkable after the lapse 
of four days. Did von Prittwitz know what awaited us in 
our position near Eckernférde? And had he wrapped him- 
self up in a mystery which might become very pregnant for us? 

At any rate, the whole conversation showed plainly that 
the Prussian General had for once measured the Imperial 
troops with a particular measure. I only sought clearly to 
understand my position politically, when I asked for the 
necessary instructions with regard to my affairs for the 
government of the country and the War Department of 
Schleswig-Holstein. In this, the Communder-in-Chief ex- 
plained to me, I was to do as I liked, to negotiate and 
communicate immediately with the Government in all matters 
concerning the country. 

As regarded the garrisons of Kiel, Eckernfirde and Fried- 
richsort, they were to be composed of Schleswig reserve 
troops, and it was self-understood that they must be placed 
under my command ; but the opinion of the War Department 
and the chief command was very divided on the subject 
of the position of the Schleswig-Holstein army. 

Thus ended my conversation with the General-in-Chief, 
which gave me but little satisfaction and hope for the future, 
as I had a feeling that there were secrets, confusing orders 
and uncertain aiins here, and that the goblin which went with 
the peasant from the burnt house into the newly-built one, 
had, in polities, only exchanged diplomatic chanceries for the 
camp. 

On the following day, the 2nd of April, I rode from 
Schleswig to Gettorf, where I personally assumed commend 
of the troops, and established my headquarters. The Imperial 
troops had until then formed the advance guard, and had 
now returned to the cantonments of the reserve position. 

It was Monday in Easter week. 

On Tuesday the 3rd the Danes were to open hostilities by 
land and water, and I tried to employ the next few days in 
the best way, in reconnoitering the positions and inspecting 


Eckernfirde, Kiel and Friedrichsort. 
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Many measures for defence had, it is true, been taken by 
the Government of Schleswig-Holstein, but they had all 
turned out to be insufficient. The troops stationed at the 
above named places were all recruits, without exception. As 
regarded local arrangements, the principal places were con- 
nected with one another, as well as with Gettorf and the fortress 
of Rendsburg, which, under any circumstances, offered a certain 
rear defence, by very good roads, but on the whole the ground 
which was occupied by the reserve brigade, presented great 
difficulties for military evolutions. 

Woods and boggy stretches, between which every bit of 
ground, however small, had been carefully cultivated, alter- 
nate with one another here. Numberless ditches and dams, 
overgrown with different kinds of shrubs, as well as carefully 
tended hedges and fences to mark off the limits of the various 
properties, extend through the country. These land arrange- 
inents rendered the movements of larger bodies of troops very 
difficult; even the infantry had great trouble in pussing 
through the strips of field enclosed by dams and ditches, 
which are called ‘ enclosures’ here; the cavalry and artillery 
had to be kept entirely to the made road. 

The formation of the coast was remarkably favourable 
to any attempts to Jand on the part of the Danes, for the 
many wooded bays and necks of land would have required a 
far Jarger force than mine, if all points were to be assured. 

The quartering too was attended by great difficulties, with 
regard to the keeping of discipline as well as quick alarm and 
assembling, the townships are isolated and the farms scattered 
through the country. The assembling of o battalion, notwith- 
standing the fact that whole companies could often find room 
in a single farm, often took two hours, or longer. 

In Eckernfirde, and thence southwards, in the Danish wold, 
the inhabitants, whose solid, healthy and amiable natures one 
learned to appreciate more and more every day, were devoted, 
body and soul, to the German cause. They considered the 
war to be carried on in their interest, und made the sacrifice 
with glad courage, great as it might be. 

Northwards from Eckernfirde, onthecontrary,in Schwansen 
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and Angein, on the shores of the Schlie, they were less devoted 
to the German cause, and the Danes had many friends there 
amongst the inhabitants of the country, and particularly 
amongst the sailors, who acted as spies to a great degree, and 
furnished the Danish ships with minute information. \ 

Regarding the means of defence which I found, I think it 
right to quote here from the military documents which my 
adjutant, Captain von Stieglitz, afterwards collected as a 
summary of the whole, as delusions are not wanting concern- 
ing the events which are now to be related, which took place 
on the coast of Eckernfirde, the question being how far the 
Schleswig-Holsteiners would have been able to stand alone 
against the Danes. I therefore consider that I am acting 
impartially when I introduce the cut and dried words of the 
inilitary description : 

1. Eckernfirde. The bay of Eckernfirde was defended by 
two shore batteries, the North and South battery. The first 
is near Louisenberg, at about twenty minutes’ distunce from 
Eckernférde. It was armed with two 64 lb. iron mortars, 
two 24 Ib, iron cannons, two 18 Ib. iron cannons, for which 
forty Schleswig-Holstein artillerymen were told off. 

The South battery lies from 500 to 600 paces before the 
town, and was furnished with 18 1b, iron cannons, with thirty 
Schleswig-Holstein artillerymen for service. Captain Jung- 
mann, formerly in the royal Prussian service, later an instructor 
in the Turkish army, only having returned from his post a 
few weeks before, commanded this battery, which, after the 
withdrawal of a company despatched to Friedrichsort, was 
about 600 men strung. They were almost all recruits, and 
most of them had only one officer per company. 

The Schleswig-Holstein Captain Wiegand fulfilled the 
duties of commander of the town soldiery, his sphere of 
activity being that of an etappier captain. Every commander 
acted as he thought fit, there was no point of union in the 
command. 

2. Friedrichsort. In this fortress twenty pieces of ordnance 
had been placed on the platforms, most of them 24 Ib iron 
eannons, with four 80 Ib iron mortars. The garrison consisted 
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of the by aires already mentioned, the 3rd Schleswig-Holstein 
reserve/battalion and a barely sufficient number of cannonicrs. 
The Poyal Prussian Captain von Thoschesky was in command 
of the fort. 

Opposite Friedrichsort, on the north eastern coast of the 
bay near Laboe, there was an open redoubt, armed by four 
18 ]b iron cannons, to cover which a company of the reserve 
corps of Chasseurs stationed at Kiel lay in the neighbouring 
istrict. Laboe formed a detached fort for Friedrichsort. 

3. Kiel. A Schleswig-Holstein corps of Chasseurs, 1000 
men strong, was stationed here commanded by Major von 
Redemann of Schleswig-Holstein. 

Licutenant-Colonel Jeska was in command of the town 
soldiers in Kiel, as Captain Wiegand was in Eckernforde. 

In Kiel harbour lay the man-of-war ‘Bonin,’ with six 
cannons, 25 well as six equipped gun boats, each bearing two 
pieces of ordnance. These ships were under the control of 
the so-called Marine Commission the chicf of which was 
Enginecr Major Jesz, This Marine Comunission had set up 
a shore battery, armed and furnished with four pieces of 
ordnanee, near Diisternbruch, twenty minutes from Kiel in the 
direction of Friedrichsort on the western side of the bay 
The position and arrangement looked as sf they had been done 
in sport 

Finally, in Rendsburg there was the royal Prussian Major 
Selinidt, commander of the fortress, with the Schleswig- 
Holstein Major Knobbe as commander of the town. The 
garrison, which often varied in strength, consisted for the 
inost part of men from the Schleswig-Holstein reserve corps, 
commanded by Colonel von Fabriciux—staff Itzehoe—mostly 
recruits. 

The reserve Lrigade when I assumed command on the 2nd 
of April consisted of — 

One battalion Meiningen, Colonel von Buch, and as 
assigned staff officer, the hereditary Prince of Meiningen, 731 
men, quartered at Alt and New Wittenbeck. One battalion 
Gotha, Major von Branistein, 758 men, quartered in and 
around Gettorf. 
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One battalion Reuss, Colonel von Heningen, 560 men, 
quartered in and around Eckernfirde. 

One battery Nassau, Captain Miiller. 

If, in Hamburg, I assessed the troops which would be at 
my disposal at the number of 10,000 men, as will be re- 
membered from the letter to my brother, on my arrival in 
Schleswig these expectations dwindled down greatly. Reckon- 
ing everything together, I found myself in my headquarters 
at Gettorf, according to the above lists, at the head of 3815 
infantrymen, 370 artillerymen and forty cannons, to which, 
according to the ordre de bataille the Schleswig-Holstein 
contingent was to have been added, but to whom it was first 
necessary to make the fact clear that they really belonged to 
the reserve brigade, and were under my command, 

It must be admitted, that more modest means could not 
have easily fulfilled a task in the war, and it needed a strong 
belief in my lucky star, if, rightly understanding the utterances 
of General von Prittwitz, I thought that the reserve brigade 
wight possibly be intended to fire the first shot. Whatever 
this mysterious hint might mean, it was clear to me that the 
greatest watchfulness was necessary here, and a careful) supply 
of information. 

In the year 1848 an optical telegraph line had been raised 
for the purpose of furnishing quick news, extending from the 
district of Schwansen, near Waabs, through Eckernfirde, 
Gettorf to Kiel, and thence to Schinberg into Holstein, the 
central point of which was formed by the town of Gottorf. 

An inhabitant of this place, the master-joiner Callsen, was 
deserving of a reward for having raised this telegraphic point, 
which was of incalculable value to me, and which I therefore 
had improved in every way. Callsen had raised a seaffold 
80 feet high on the already lofty tower, so that, with a good 
telescope, one could easily watch the sex ay far as Alsen. 
In doing this Callsen had had difficulties to contend with 
which again threw a vivid light on the state of things in 
Schleswig-Holstein ; for the patron of the church at Gettorf 
was the Grand Master of the forests von Ablefeld, who, like 
many other noblemen in that district looked upon the 
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Holstein agitation as being nothing clse than a republican 
insurreetion, and regarded the proceedings with great dis- 
favour. 

It was pretendel that church and tower were endangered 
hy the seatfolding, and @ kind of private war thus arose con- 
cerning the telegraph station, to put an end to which was the 
first object of my endeavours. Meanwhile the telegraph fal- 
filled its purpose, and the news gained Ly this means made it 
possible for us to raise a timely opposition to the Danes’ 
attempts to land. 

Our watchfulness was only too soon to be put to the proof. 
When I returned on the 4th of April, towards evening, from 
Fricdrichsort to Gettorf, Herr Callsen surprised me with the 
news that a considerably Jarge Danish squadron was steering 
from Alsen for the Bay of Kicl—he had recognised the ship 
of the line, Chridian VIII, and counted at least nine sails 
besides, The frigate Gefivr, commanded by Captain Meyer, 
with forty-eight cannons, had Leen blockading the harbours 
of Kiel and Eckernférde since the 3rd of April. A cousider- 
able sea foree had therefore been collected here,so that I could 
not doubt for a moment that they intended to land, 

An attempt was afterwards made to assert that the Danes 
had simply intended to make a demonstration, in order to pre- 
vent the Prussian troops from iwarching forward, and to be 
able the better to execute a forward movement against the 
Sehleswig-Holstein army in the North, 

But against the supposition of such a low manceuvre we 
have tho assertions of Commander Paludan, in the court- 
wartial inquiry made by the Danes into the events which 
occurred at Eckernfiirde, 

My conviction that o serious attack was intended was 
thoroughly contirmed by the communications meantime re- 
evived, which were unanimous on all sides, and very detailed.* 

* Iu the court-martial Danish avtes of the affair, Ceptain Paludan in reminded 
that the instructions given him previously, secording to which he was to land, or ot 
least to deutroy the furtitications near Eckernfurde, were countermanded on the 4th 
or the Sth, beeatwe the attack at Sundewitt, which wae to have taken place at the 
same tine, was not made, As Paludan eaplsined that this order had not reached 
him, it in 4 sufficient proof that the affairs of Eckernfurde can only be judged scoard- 


to the Gret instructions, sud may therefore be regarded as offensive, not aa 
» demonstrative operation. 
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After nine o’clock the first news arrived from the commander 
of Friedrichsort, Captain von Thoschesky, and ran as follows: 

‘The Commander of Friedrichsort has the honour of obedi- 
ently informing Your Highness that to-day, towards evening, 
nine hostile men-of-war anchored to the south of the Schlei on 
the Schleswig shore, namely, one frigate, one cutter brig, two 
corvettes, two steamers, three gun boats, two transport vessels. 
A landing seems to be contemplated. But there is such a wind 
that, as long as it lasts, they will not very well be able to 
accomplish it on the Schleswig coast, this side of Noer. In- 
side the Eckernférde harbour, however, on the other side of 
Noer, it is even now possible.’ 

Other news, sometimes exactly similar, sometimes supple- 
mentary, arrived from the commanders of the Reusz battalion, 
of the battery at Laboe, of the commander of the outposts at 
Noer, also from Prince Frederick’s secretary from Noer 
Castle and from Major Jesz commander of Kiel. According 
to them it might certainly be expected that the powerful 
Christian VIII and, in any case, a number of transports with 
troops for landing were amongst the men-of-war. At eleven 
o'clock at night the following orders wero accordingly issued ; 
the Reusz battalion to remain at Eckernférde, whence two 
companies of the Schleswig-Holstein reserve battalion stationed 
there go off to cover the north battery. The Coburg-Gotha 
battalion moves to the shore by the Schnellmark wood, 
followed by the Nassau battery, and the Meiningen battalion 
marches to Gettorf, partly as a reserve for the Eckernférde 
position, partly to return to Kiel at once in case that town 
should be attacked. 

Colonel von Treitschke had meantime ridden with my 
adjutant von Stieglitz to the coast towards Aschau in order 
to convince himself personally of the truth of the information. 
He could plainly see the fleet lying at anchor in the moon- 
light, and as the landing was to be expected early in the 
morning I set out at midnight with my battalion, and, after 
it had taken up its position at three o’clock in the morning, 
went to Eckernfirde as far as the north battery, where I 
found Captain Jungmann who was preparing for battle and 
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to whom I gave all necessary instructions. As was after- 
wards learned from the documents furnished by Captain 
Paludan, and which are now known to everyone, he had orders 
and the real intention of affecting a landing of the Danish 
troops at three o’clock in the morning. This did not take 
place because Paludan who was furnished with complete 
information from the Schleswig coast had been told of our 
night march. 

At break of day it was therefore thought that the Danes 
wished to avoid a fight and the man-of-war would withdraw, 

When, at dawn, we began to sce the fleet more plainly, 
several ships were beginning to move off and we thought we 
had nothing more to fear for Eckernférde. I had gone frown 
the north battery to the shore of Eckernférde where [ wished 
to remain some time, until the departure of the ships became 
a certainty. Only then could orders be given for the troops 
to return to their cantonments. 

But things were to happen otherwise. Suddenly we saw 
the line ship Christian, the frigate Gefion and the two 
steamers Geixer and decla approach the shore. We could not 
doubt that the fleet was beginning a movement of attack on 
the north battery in Eckernférde harbour. At half-past seven 
the ships had arrived within range, and the first cannon shot, 
eame trom the north battery which was at once answered by 
a murderous tire from the four ships, which together had no 
tess than 156 guns. 

In the north battery, which it was plainly intended to 
destroy at once, Captain Jungmann, with his unschooled 
artillerymen, really performed wonders, and they fired at the 
ships with the greatest sureness and calmness. 

Meantime Captain Wheeler had a really good position in 
the Schnellmark wood with four cannons, and for at least an 
hour they rendered powerful aid to the north battery from 
this spot. 

One of the two steamers, the Geiser had approached so near 
within range that she was soon much damaged, having to pat 
out to sea, and doing but very little service. The Nassau 
battery suffered no losses, nor did the Gotha battalion, 
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stationed under cover, as the grape-shot fell short, and the 
balls and grenades passed too high over them. 

But the north battery had suffered severely from the in- 
cessant fire of the ship-of-the-line and the frigate, and had 
already been reduced to silence. 

But I will leave the further progress of the fight and my 
immediate part in the battle to be described by the report 
furnished by Colonel von Treitschke to the Saxon Ministry — 


The details of Colonel von Treitschke’s unprinted report are so 
accurately completed and confirmed by the r(eumé of the Danish 
court-martial, that I place both documents side by side here, for 
comparison, It will be seen from these reports that the part taken 
by the reserve brigade is at times undervalued ; and although I am 
at this date far from depreciating the extraordinary performances 
of Captain von Jungmann and the non-commissioned officer Preuszer, 
yet it is true that in most descriptions Captain Muller does not 
receive anything like honourable mention enough. The court- 
martial report portrays the course of the fight from the above-men- 
tioned moment, as follows: 

‘According to Captain Paludan’s plan, the ship-of-theline lay 
850 ells from Battery B. (South Battery), 1850 ells from Battery A. 
(North Battery), and remained within this distance during the whole 
affair. Some of the declarations made during the examination 
meantime show that the ship had sunk somewhat. 

*With the frigate came Captain Meyer, to whom Commander 
Paludan had left the choice of anchoring sheer of the deck in the 
ward of the great anchor, or with a warp anchor from behind, 
within a quarter of an hour after the line ship had taken her 
station, on the spot before the anchored ship of the line which was 
assigned to him with a cable let down from the larboard side, 
securely fastened to the ward of the common anchor, and thirty 
fathoms of chain fastened to the main-bits. 

‘The frigate then opened a lively fire from both sides against the 
batteries, Battery A was silenced in a short time, so that from 
8.15 o’clock, until towards 11 o’clock only single shots were fired. 
As, meantime, the firing had almost entirely ceased, firing against 
the ships was begun on the North side from some bits of field which 
were occupied behind a thicket north of A. Battery B, the firing 
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from which was particularly directed against the frigate, could not 
be reduced to silence, although it was heavily bombarded. 

“« After, as far as can be gathered from the various declarations 
made, a lively fire had been kept up during half or three-quarters of 
an hour, the frigate Geiser drifted from her position and swayed 
before the wind, with her stern towards Battery B, which fired at 
her whole length, causing great loss, whilst the frigate was reduced 
to using her stern guns only. An attempt was at once made to 
turn her by hauling in the kedge and drawing in the iron cable, of 
which as much as 50 fathoms were stretched as far as the main bits. 
But it was impossible to bring the frigate back to her former posi- 
tion, and in order to prevent her from driving into the line ship, the 
toy anchor was lowered, upon which, according to the log of the 
Geiser, it was signalled to this steamer that it would help if they 
could turn the stern of the frigate so far against the wind that it 
would be possible to lower a warf anchor. 

‘Lieutenant Captain Wulff immediately started with the steamer 
named for the frigate, being heavily bombarded on the way by 
Battery B, caught the towing-cable from her stern in order to turn 
her, but, as the cable broke, or was cut in two by a shot, the attempt 
had to be abandoned for a time, but was renewed at 8.45 o'clock, 
and only given up finally, as it was thought that further help was 
not necessary, upon which the steamer returned to her position 
south-east of Battery B, whence she fired at the battery as well as at 
cannons which were meantime being run out at the southern side of 
Battery B. They succeeded, indeed, after the space of about half- 
an-hour, in turning the frigate, but she had meantime been heavily 
damaged by the fire directed against her whole length, only being 
able to retort weakly with her stern guns, by which one of the 
cannons in the redoubt was dismounted, and the breaches and long 
tackle of the larboard battery cannons were shot away. 

* At 10 o’clock there were numbers of dead and wounded on 
board the frigate, whereas the line ship had not suffered much. 
The masts and tackling of the frigate were much damaged as the 
fight went on. The considerable damage done to the frigate and 
the harassed position in which she lay, farther, as it could not be 
expected that they would succeed in dismounting Battery B, as at 
the same time considerable masses of troops were to be seen on all parts 
of the coast, where field batieries were also being stationed, and had 
begun firing from diferent points at the ships, Commander Paludan 
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found, after an uninterrupted fight of two hours, that it would be 
necessary to move the ship out of range. The Hine ship signalied 
towards 10 o’clock to the steamer Hecla to approach and take her 
in tow; but as the steamer crossed in front of the line ship, she 
received a shot from both sides in her rudder, above water-mark, 80 
that both the stern and the hold of the rudder were completely shot 
away, and Captain Aschlund was forced to draw off out of range, 
and steer southwards, in order to lie at anchor and repair the 
damages. 

‘As Commander Captain Paludan assumed that it would be 
possible to bring the man-of-war oat by means of wraps, etc. 

‘The mancuvres made towards this end have been further 
described in the war report ; as, however, the attempts met with no 
success, the Hecla and Geiser were twice ordered, after the repairing 
of their damages, to tow out the ships. The Geiser received a shot 
in the machine room, towards 10 o'clock the Hecla made a new 
attempt but turned, as Battery A again became active. Captain 
Aschlund afterwards referred to the fact that he had for many years 
commanded towing ships, aud, apart from the damage which tho 
Hecla had received in her rudder, that he could not but regard 
it as an impossibility to bring the man-of-war out of range in the 
face of a topsail gale. In the court-martial inquiry very different 
opinions were given as to whether the Hecla could not, nevertheless, 
have afforded help. The court-martial inquiry lays all the blame of 
the continuance of the catastrophe on the Hecla, Immediately after 
the renewal of the fight, the frigate recognised her inability to 
continue the struggle, and it was then considered whether the ship 
was to be sunk, which was not done, as the line ship would have 
been definitely hindered thereby from withdrawing from the battle, 
as the frigate could hardly have got free of the line ship, 

‘I will only generally remark at the close, that the shots which 
had made the steamers unfit for service, had, in all probability, come 
from the field batteries. At any rate, it may be seen from the 
court-martial report that Herr von Treitschke really made his report 
to the Saxon War Ministry with the greatest objectiveness and without 
any prepossession whatever for the body of troops under my immediate 
command! 


‘Towards ten o’clock the two guns sent from the Nassau 
battery were taken to another point than that which had at 
VOL. I. E 
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first been intended, being placed between the town and the 
north battery, and began to fire at the ship-of-the-line, 
which now levelled her own battery at them, althongh owing 
to the great distance and the small calibre of her guns, she 
was able to do no damage whatever. A very fortunate result 
for the north battery, which took advantage of the half-hour 
of quiet to repair three damaged guns. 

‘ After nearly four hours of continuous fighting the ship-of- 
the-line turned more towards the south battery, thus nearing 
the town until only about 600 paces off; the Gefion followed, 
and both now began to storm the south battery and the town 
with all kinds of shot. 

* At this moment, when the landing appeared possible, the 
brigadicr-general himself, accompanied only by Adjutant 
Captain von Stieglitz, led the Reusz battalion, part of which 
had been stationed behind the town, into the hottest fire, 
behind the dikes which extended along the shore, which posi- 
tion this battalion retained until the end of the fight. 

‘At the Windmill of Borby, near the town, where the 
brigadier-general remained until the end of the fight, he was 
recognised from the ships, as was afterwards learned from 
captured officers, and hotly fired at, with his suite, upon which 
he went to the troops on the south shore, which however 
could only be reached by taking a long roundalout way, as 
the roads leading straight to the shore could not be entered, 
owing to the murderous fire. 

‘The bombardment lasted uninterruptedly until past one 
o'clock, but it could already be observed that the ships, which 
had entered too far into the harbour, and were difficult to 
withdraw, owing to the strong east wind, were at a disadvan- 
tage. The white flag was then hoisted on the ship-of-the-line, 

‘ A proposal was then sent by the commander of the flotilla, 
Captain Paludan, to the commander of the Schleswig artillery, 
through an officer who was to negotiate the truce, to allow the 
free withdrawal of the ships, else the town would be fired, 
and the responsibility would be laid to the commander on our 
side. The reply was: The bombardment of a defenceleas 
town was contrary to the rights of the people, the responsi- 
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bility would therefore rest with the Danish commander. The 
firing would begin again shortly, and would last until there 
was not @ bullet left. 

‘The armistice was most welcome to us, giving the shore 
battery time to prepare for further fighting, and affording 
the commander of the brigade time to establish communication 
with the town, and, having entirely agreed as to the continua- 
tion of the fight, to decide upon the necessary co-operation. 

‘This could only consist in making the battery take up a 
position on the shore, near the southern exit of the town of 
Eckernférde, whence it could become very dangerous to the 
ships. 

‘The decision was difficult, for although the critical position 
of the Danish ships was recognised, it could not be depended 
upon to last long. 

‘ The battery was obliged to move towards the shore for the 
most part without being under cover, and could only avail 
itself of a side road for a little distance; should the fire of our 
shore batteries begin too soon, or the Danes lower the white 
flag, the battery would suffer terribly, and probably be unable 
to reach the intended position. 

‘ Meanwhile we had had great good luck ; something could 
be dared, so the decision was arrived at, and turned out well 
for us. 

‘The commander of the Nassau battery, Captain Miiller, 
performed his task with the greatest determination, reached 
the town safely, rode to the dike, had it cleared as much as 
was necessary, sent the horses behind the houses, and now 
stood at a distance of about 450 paces opposite the line-ship’s 
broadside. He had hardly made these preparations before 
the firing from the batteries wes again begun, after four o’clock. 

«The Nassau battery first of all cleared the deck and masts 
of the ship-of-the-line with canister-shot, she having, after 
sending broadsides at the battery, striven to go further from 
the shore, but, her sails and masts being shot to pieces, she 
only succeeded in moving off a few hundred paces, then stuck 
fast, and was only more exposed to the fire of all three 
batteries. 
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‘The frigate had taken up so unfortunate a position that 
she offered her stern to the north battery, and received many 
shots along her full length; she no longer took part in the 
fight, after the towing cable, with which the steamer tried to 
draw her off, was shot away, and the latter was obliged by 
the damages received to put out to sea.’ 

So much for the report of the head of my general staff 
concerning the sea fight which turned out to he so unlucky 
and so bloody for the Danes. What personal recollections of 
these exciting hours I could add, will be seen from the letters 
which I wrote to my relations in England immediately after- 
wards, and which I will reproduce later on. 

Let the end of the Eckernférde affair be described in a few 
words from memory: It was half-past six o'clock when infor- 
mation was brought from the Nassau brigade that Captain 
Paludan desired to capitulate, after the Christian VIII had 
already struck her flag and the firing had consequently ceased 
on all sides. When I reached the shore, very near the south 
battery, a crowd consisting of hundreds of jubilant people 
had streamed out of the town and flocked to the heights sur- 
rounding the harbour. Everyone was so excited and so full 
of deep emotion that it was difficult to give cautious and 
practical orders. Soldiers and citizens wept and rejoiced 
together. When I came to the Nassau battery, brave Captain 
Miller was so unmanned that he forgot all military regula- 
tions and fell on my neck. 

When the crews of both ships were brought to land in 
boats, a process which was very slow, owing to the want of 
proper crafts, it had grown very dark, and it was noticed 
that the ship-of-the-line was on fire. It was impossible to do 
anything to save her, and I was reduced to helping the crews 
and wounded belonging to the ships as far as lay in my power. 
Besides, no one was quite certain whose orders were to be 
obeyed, as town and naval authorities, as well as the com- 
manders of the Eckernférde troops issued all sorts of orders 
in great confusion. 

What measures I was able to suceeed in having carried 
out were owing more to my personal influence than to my 
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military command. Meantime, to ensure order outside, I 
made several detachments of the Reusz battalion deploy on 
the shore. Later in the night, after the unavoidable catas- 
trophe to the ship-of-the-line, part of these troops were taken 
on board the frigate Gefion, in order to ensure the possession 
of the ship as far as was possible.* 

Meanwhile, I returned to the town, and sent for Com- 
toander Captain Paludan, as well as Captain Meyer, to come 
to my quarters, where they soon appeared accompanied by 
their adjutants, and handed me their swords. I invited the 
gentlemen to tea, and the next day returned the weapons to 
the unfortunate captains. 

I cannot say that the description of Paludan after the 
lost battle, was very correct, which makes him appear in the 
light of a broken man, deeply humiliated. I was much more 
astonished at the indifference with which the Danes accepted 
their defeat, or, at least, the appearance of such. They 
seemed to regard the matter as an elementary occurrence 
and to console themselves as Schiller’s King Philip did for 
the destruction of the Invincible Armada.t 

Nevertheless, apart from the loss of their best ships, the 
defeat of the Danes was terrible enough, as they had lost so 
large a number of their best seamen and crews. 

The boats were obliged to make endless trips to the ships, 
in order to bring the crowding sailors and soldiers to land, 
44 officers and 981 men were counted, saved with all their 
effects and property. But there were still many men on board 
the Christian VIII, when the fire was seen breaking out of 
all parts of the ship. Suddenly several cannons on board went 
off, and soon a frightful explosion resounded, and a mighty 
pillar of fire shot up to the sky. Wood and pieces of iron, 
the ruins of a ship, as well as guns and pieces of ordnance, 
flew into the air like balls, and the next moment the shore 
and the swelling sea were covered with them. It was a 


is regarded in s manner which may be oalled anything but friendly and correct 
As we had no ships, the ; i i 
on the eventful attack of ‘the Danes, the affair, se before, of the land army and the 
atrant our dispositions during days 
mando to this effect. 
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wonder that, of all the people crowding in the harbour and 
looking on at the sight, not a single one was killed. 
Thousands of tongues of flame lighted the moving scene; 
glowing cannon-balls strewed the shore, side by side with 
burning beams and all kinds of things. Exploding grenades 
burst and thundered, and cartridges went off. When the 
noise began to subside, we could hear the terrible cries of the 
erews for help, as they fought the last fight of that fearful 
day with the waves. 

Amongst the many victims to the catastrophe was the 
Danish Lieutenant Kreiger, and on our side the brave com- 
mander of the south battery, Sergeant Preuszer, whose fate 
has so often been described and deplored. But his death was 
the consequence of the want of military discipline; for 
Preuszer had gone on board the Christian VIII without any 
order or permission, and is said to have given the most 
mistaken directions there. He had, it was asserted, had the 
already opened water-cocks shut again, and prevented the 
throwing overboard of the ammunition. One may indeed call 
tragic the fate of a man who, in the triumph of an unheard 
of victory, paid for his arbitrariness with his life. 

The remarkable fate of a Norwegian who took part in 
the Danish Naval Campaign as a volunteer and was saved in 
a wonderful manner, is less known. He was naval lieutenant, 
Count Wedel Jarlsberg, who hed been taken prisoner as 
Paludan’s adjutant, and had consequently made his appear- 
ance in his train. Shortly after he arrived he asked per- 
mission to be allowed to return to the ship, in order to fetch 
some papers of Captain Paludan’s which had been forgotten 
in the hurry. I gave my consent unwillingly, but granted 
the Count’s wish, as he gave his solemn promise by shaking 
hands, to attempt nothing hostile on board the ship, and to 
return, Captain von Fritsch and Captain Stieglitz accom- 
panied him to the shore, and very unwillingly refrained from 
entering the fishing boat with their prisoner, which he had 
rowed to the burning ship as quickly as possible. The next 
instant there was an explosion; the courageous man was 
supposed to be killed and buried in the waves. 
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I was awakened in the night, and there stood the chivalric 
officer, dripping wet, before me, announcing that he had 
returned. He had been blown far out to sea by the explosion, 
without, however, receiving any injury. Being a good 
swimmer he managed to reach land; he had kept his word as 
a man of honour, and gave himself up again as a prisoner. 
Twenty years afterwards, on the day of my Jubilee in Gotha, 
in January 1869, a somewhat grey Swedish Admira) came to 
me, having, he told me, made the long journey in remembrance 
of the 5th of April of the year 1849 in order to bring me his 
hearty congratulations. It was Wedel Jarlsberg, now one of 
the most prominent and considered persons in the Swedish 
marine. On that day, twenty years before, he had received 
his baptism of fire and gone through his trial by water like a 
brave seaman. 

The battle of Eckernférde was, according to the unanimous 
judgment of all experienced men, if not one of the greatest, 
yet one of the rarest and most remarkable occurrences known 
in the history of war. As will be understood, extraordinary 
good Juck was necessury to help to attain such a success, As, 
however, the fact was given and the event had occurred, which 
occupied the minds of men in an unusual manner, the political 
effect was a most extraordinary one. 

When one compared the numberless newspapers in Germany 
which celebrated the victory of Eckernférde at Easter, with 
the indifferent feeling which was prevalent before the breaking 
out of the war with regard to this complicated, and as it were 
fatal, Northern affair, one may rightly assert that the battle 
of Eckernférde not only unchained the seamanlike fancy of 
the Germans, but that it really made the war against Denmark 
popular. Countless were the poems and dedications which 
reached me daily, and even amongst Englishmen, to whom the 
event appeared to offer a relative interest, as it were, some- 
thing like sympathy and approval made itself felt for us 
Germans. I do not think that I have ever over-estimated my 
share, in the accomplishment of the affair and the success, but 
the event itself could not very well be estimated too highly. 
What I wrote to my brother concerning it, may perhaps possess 
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a degree of authentic value, and should therefore be given 
room here: 
‘ Gettorf, April 6, 1849. 

‘Although I suppose that you have already had indirect 
information of our brilliant warlike deed, I will not fail to 
inform you of it in a few lines. The bearer of this is the 
Holstein Baron von Heinze, a member of the Government, who 
is patriotic enough to go to England in order to carry you this 
official intelligence. Reaching here a few days ago, to form 
my corps, I received news in the evening of the 4th that a 
Danish flotilla was in sight near Eckernférde. 

‘I mado all preparations for defence, but we were only 
attacked the next morning at half-past seven o’clock. The 
fire was opened upon the town and the two batteries at the 
same time. We were valiant, and injured the steamers so 
severely that after the lapse of two hours they were obliged 
to leave the harbour. The two brigs soon followed, one of 
them visibly on fire from the lighted bombs which I caused to 
be fired. 

‘Towards twelve o’clock the Admniral’s ship and the frigate 
Jay-to 400 paces in front of the town und one of the batteries. 
Everything was now done to prevent a landing, and we 
succeeded. I myself was for two hours under grape-shot fire. 
At half-past one o’clock the ships ceased firing, raised the 
white flag and sent a truce officer, who made the request that 
I should cease firing, and the ships would leave the harbour. 
I demanded unconditional surrender, which was not accepted. 
Instead, a truce of two hours, at four o'clock » frightful fire 
began again. 

‘ During the time of rest I succeeded in placing four guns 
of the Nassau battery behind a sand bank close in front of 
the ships. It did fearful damage, and killed half the men 
serving the guns. After six o'clock both ships surrendered. 

‘May this be the first and last feat of arms in this war, 
which is destroying the beautiful country, and cannot give 
the Danes a single clod back. The patriotism here is immense. 
I think that you will be able to do a great deal towards 
giving us peace. Yours, ete. Egnest.’ 


N\ 
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‘I have received your letter from Hamburg’ answered 
Prince Albert on the 10th of April, ‘in which you «nnoune, ed 
your departure for your brigade, and two days later,¢hat ; is, 
yesterday, the news of a great victory under the most re jay; 
able circumstances. You are a child of fortune, and rev. 
me of a hunter who goes out to shoot snipe, and into who. 
hands falls a stag with fourteen branches. Nothing luckier 
could happen, and the Joss of the ships may make Denmark 
readier to listen to reason and agree to a peace which is 
necessary both to her and to Germany.’ 

It may easily be understood that in Schleswig-Holstein 
much greater war-like hopes were cherished after so brilliant 
a beginning than were entertained by my brother and me in 
the above letters. Not an immediate peace was expected 
from this, but the energetic and thorough humbling of the 
Danes.* It is with this view that most of the official reports 


© it cannot but be of interest to the reader to beoome soquainted here with the 
conception of the Se “Holstein Government, and I will therefore by way of 
Hlustration insert some portions of which may serve to complete our repre- 
sentations, Schleiden writes thus: ‘I can now from personal observation, aa 
I arrived at Kokernforde with Dr Lorenzen during the short truce. ‘The Nassau 
bottery drove somewhat northwards from ovr south battery. behind the Christian 
Pospital 2 and, as dene = ship, of ~ refusal, bay ratp oo white ae 
made le preparations to position, began 4 renkon anc 
being exactl: ;ween the inge her and the south Tatteries, had trouble in getting 
boning the owpital, inte. which ball fell at the same moment. The stones crash¢ 
lose behind us. Dr Lorenzen kept his place there during the whole cannonade. 
rt Fed, ‘somewhat sheltered from grape shot by the ghurchyand wall, into the town, 
and watched the remainder of the fight from the heights of tort. ‘The firing, which 
‘wae rather lively at the first soon grew weaker, and after I hed seen the fourth ball 
strike the ship, she struck the flag at 6 o'clock. A general ‘‘ hurrah !” greeted thie 
moment, yet we hardly dared hope at first that this wae a sign of surrender. The 
frigate Had 1 not fired during the second struggle. | When we returned to the shore and 
got near the batteries, we heard from the pe ‘of the Duke of Gotha, who was received 
t joyful Hock /™ that both shite hed sarvendered ef duaoreGom, “The disor 
mde of the crew of the line ship af cone benees and from the first, sailors, who 
had already jumped into the water at a ie distance from the shore, in order 
to lot the Boats go back, we learned that the ship was burning, a glowing bomb had 
set her on fice. Othorw pretended that she wes burning in three different oa 


Paludan’s adjutant swore sol: that the ship had not been set on fire 
Danes. ‘The Duke stood a rain of which lasted for two hours, and # 
‘was shot under him. He was very much pleased at the success, Our loss somntote of 
one dead, five slightly wounded, t™ $ivo horses belonging tothe Nesanu battery. Besides 


these, a Reuss so! was killed, and a sick women in bed in the hospital. Many 
roofs ‘it the town have hed holes shot snto them, but the threat to net fre fo £8 was 
notearried out’; 

Tn a later letter the losses of the Danea sre mentioned, and this information 
deserves some mention, although, in our reports, leeser numbers are given. ‘To-day 
we have the dark side of yesterday’s brilliant picture. We know now that about 200 
wan ware blown into the air with the ship-of-theline, amongst thom twsive of the 
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of the Eckewent to their foreign Chargés d’ Affaires. Neverthe. 
up to beg Similar document addressed to Samwers in London, 
Jess in 9 18 the following dejected admission: ‘A great event 
there - 28 yesterday's was necessary to prevent our losing courage 
such the bad news from Berlin. 


At tory sreant Prenwer, who commanded the outh battery with Stein, and to 


whom the post of houour was ausigned on the ship, was also blowu up; a Norwegian 
volunteer, Lieutenant Wedel Jarlaberg sprang, at the moment of the explonion into 
the water, and saved himself, only being injured in the shoulder by a falli pla, 
LH premans toland, ‘The remulta of the explosion appear to have been ie ful, 
8 and single limbs are said to be ‘yng about, It is not improbable that 
ofthe: unfortunate crew bad hidden through fear, for, as has now been proved, 
it waa not so much the shattered condition of the frigate aa the terror of the un- 
accustomed crew, who, during the last hours, were not to be brought near the 
cannons, even by foree, which led to the surrender of the frigate, And, indeed, the 
balls made fearful havoe, forty, sixty, some say even one hundred ant twenty, dead 
aud wounded on board the frigate, which is aid to be pierced through and through 
her whole length by shot, The inner spaces present, ns Harbon, who has seen them, 
tell me, a fearful spectacle. The ahip-of-the-line is said to have received sixteen 
shota in her stern from the Nassau battery, each of which, reckoued one with the 
other, overthrew three men, During the night, the frigate was brought into the 
inner barbour. Captain Donner arrived at 2 o'clock with about two hundred sailore, 
Tho ship will be to some degree repaired in about fourteen days, and would then be 
fit fo serve as a battery, should the Danes make an attempt to fetch the frigate away 
again, Both steamers are still lying before the harbour, and have twice sont a truca 
boat to inquire concerning the fate of those on board the Christian VIIT, aud parti- 
cularly after a son of their chief commander, of the Cadet Guard, who was saved, 
The prisoners of war, 1023 men according to thestatement of the commander, among 
them forty-four of higher have been taken tu Rendeburg to-day, 
‘The affair of Ecker naturally absorbs all other interest; e proclamstion 
appeared to-day to celebrate the occasion, ete, CHLBIDEN, 
“ Sehleswny, April Gth, 1849,’ 
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Wuen I had gone to Holstein to assume my command, I 
received news from Hamburg, that the armistice Government 
in the Duchies had resigned. A Government of Statholders 
had been substituted for it by the Imperial Central Power, 
which was to consist of three men. 

Beseler had, through his relations in Frankfort, succeeded 
in obtaining that not only he and Count Reventlow were 
appointed Stadtholders, but that the choice of their third 
colleague should be left to them. Nothing was more signifi- 
cant of the state into which things had fallen in Germany, 
than that neither could the two Stadtholders agree about their 
third man, nor was the Central Power sufficiently strong or 
respected to complete the Government without the consent of 
the two men in power. 

One must by no means think that this admittedly strange 
situation of the Government of the country was accepted in 
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Wuen I had gone to Holstein to assume my command, I 
received news from Hamburg, that the armistice Government 
in the Duchies had resigned. A Government of Statholders 
had been substituted for it by the Imperial Central Power, 
which was to consist of three men. 

Beseler had, through his relations in Frankfort, succeeded 
in obtaining that not only he and Count Reventlow were 
appointed Stadtholders, but that the choice of their third 
colleague should be left to them. Nothing was more signifi- 
cant of the state into which things had fallen in Germany, 
than that neither could the two Stadtholders agree about their 
third man, nor was the Central Power sufficiently strong or 
respected to complete the Government without the consent of 
the two men in power. 

One must by no means think that this admittedly strange 
situation of the Government of the country was accepted in 
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in obtaining that not only he and Count Reventlow were 
appointed Stadtholders, but that the choice of their third 
colleague should be left to them. Nothing was more signifi- 
cant of the state into which things had fallen in Germany, 
than that neither could the two Stadtholders agree about their 
third man, nor was the Central Power sufficiently strong or 
respected to complete the Government without the consent of 
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had been substituted for it by the Imperial Central Power, 
which was to consist of three men. 

Beseler had, through his relations in Frankfort, succeeded 
in obtaining that not only he and Count Reventlow were 
appointed Stadtholders, but that the choice of their third 
colleague should be left to them. Nothing was more signifi- 
cant of the state into which things had fallen in Germany, 
than that neither could the two Stadtholders agree about their 
third man, nor was the Central Power sufficiently strong or 
respected to complete the Government without the consent of 
the two men in power. 

One must by no means think that this admittedly strange 
situation of the Government of the country was accepted in 
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